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Well folks, if you haven’t figured it out by now our
new Chapter Directors, Steve and Linda Seligman,
have asked me to take over as the Chapter Educator.
I was very reluctant at first but the more I thought
about it, the more | wanted to do it. So here | am
once again trying to write an article for the newsletter.

To start off, I would like to tell everyone a little about
myself, for those of you who don’t already know. 1
am 38 years old and rode my first motorcycle when |
was 3 years old. My brother and | were very close
growing up and he raced super cross so when he went
racing, | was right there with him. He would give me
rides around the track and | was hooked. So from
the age of 5 years old, | was racing in the pee wee
league. | stuck with it for several years and when |
was about fifteen years old, | slowed down a little on
the racing and started focusing on school, sports, and
girls. LOL--I have had several dirt bikes and street
bikes over the years.

One of my favorite bikes was my Honda 350. It had
dual exhaust and it would really move. I would ride it
to school in the seventh grade along with several other
kids. We lived ina very small town, so it really wasn’t
that bad. In high school, I had a sport bike--1989
Suzuki Katana 1100. Still to this day, that was the
fastest bike | have ever owned. Man was it fast.

After | graduated high school in 1989, I sold that bike
and joined the Army. After boot camp, | bought a
Yamaha cruiser and | had it for a couple of years and
sold it, when my son was born. Fast forward to 1995,
I boughta Honda Magna and fixed it up. I really liked
that bike, but I needed the money, so you guessed it, |
soldit.

I met Robin in March of 1997 and we got married
June 6, 1997. Robin and I had never really talked
about buying a motorcycle together, until 2003 when
my friend Larry brought his Honda Shadow over and
I rode it. That was the first time | had ridden a
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motorcycle since about 1996. My first thought was
am | going to be able to still ride. From that pointon
all I could talk about was getting another bike, so the
hunt was on. We looked at several makes and models
but nothing really stood out to us. And then we went
to Northwest Honda. We didn’t really want to spend
the $20,000 on a new bike just in case we didn’t enjoy
the riding. So we walked around to the back and
looked at used bikes. I saw the Valkyrie sitting there
and I fell in love all over again. We checked on itand
the price was right where we wanted it. We asked the
guy, if we could put some money down to hold it for
us for a couple of days and he said no problem. While
we were looking at the Valkyrie, the sales person and
Robin were looking at the used Goldwings. He asked
my opinion and | said | was way too young to own a
Goldwing. Besides I hadn’t even gotten my AARP
card yet. LOL--We went home that night and talked
about it. We decided to go for it. Well unfortunately
that was on a Saturday after they had closed, so we
had to wait until Tuesday before we could get the
Valkyrie. 1 went back there on Sunday and Monday
and was looking through the window like a kid at a
candy store. There must have been hand and face
smudges all over that window and a big puddle of
drool. LOL--Larry and I wentto pick it up on Tuesday
and we have had it ever since. We have only put
around 12,000 miles on her since.

We joined GWRRA soon after and decided to join
N2 about a year later. We didn’t know what to expect,
and we were really nervous, because | don’t like big
crowds and people hugging on me. Boy, did | have a
big surprise. We walked in and Ricky and Karen
Frasier were the first to welcome us. Karen hugged
me and Ricky shook my hand and we started a lifelong
friendship right then and there. Next, came this 12
foot tall man and his beautiful wife walking up to us
and he wrapped his arms around me and said welcome,
my name is Rex Nix and this is my wife, Ann Nix.
Robin and I looked at each other with this big scared
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out of your mind look, I don’t know about her but all
| could think about was get me outta here I’'m really,
really scared. Well, Rex and Ann have become some
of our best friends. Everyone at that chapter meeting
really went out of their way to make us feel welcome.
It really meanta lot to us. Thank You!!!

Well, some people were talking about the Goldwing
Invitational coming up. Mike Thacker asked us if we
were going to go, and I said we didn’t know yet. We
were invited to the maintenance day at Jim and Lynn
Flournoy’s house. We rode up on the Valkyrie and
saw all the other bikes there, it was really a neat sight.
After looking at everyone’s bikes, | thought a Goldwing
would be fun. The Goldwing Invitational was coming
up pretty quick and we decided we wanted to go.
But the Valkyrie just didn’t have enough storage space
for all of Robin’s things. So we searched the Internet
and found out that Freedom Motorsports in Richwood,
TX was having a sale on Goldwings. | grabbed my
helmet and we took off. We got there and the salesman
showed us a few models and explained the options.
Robin asked me what color | liked and we decided
on the 2006 Titanium. It had all the bells and whistles.
This was on a Friday night and the Invitational was on
that Saturday.

That first weekend we put over 900 miles on it.
WOW...itwas great. Well Mike and Robin Thacker
saw that we were really excited about the Chapter
and asked us if we wanted to be on the staff. So they
sort of made up a position for us as Media
Coordinators. We have now been with Chapter N2
for over three years. Inthistime, we have gone through
the Level Program and are currently Level IV as Rider
and Co-Rider. Robin and I have taken several riding
and classroom courses over the years. \We are currently
a Road Captain and Co-Road Captain, CPR and First
aid certified. We are very proud of what we have
accomplished and we plan on keeping up with it. Mike
Elrod asked me last year, if | was interested in becoming
a Certified Seminar Presenter. | accepted and now
am able to present several of GWRRA's riding and
classroom courses. | will be getting together with
everyone and discussing the Level Program and its
importance. 1 will also be putting together a Co-Rider

and Road Captains Course in the very near future. |
am trying to put together a CPR/FIRSTAID course
also. Now let’s get Educated...

SEE T-CLOCS INSPECTION CHECKLIST
ON FOLLOWING PAGE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESR
. DATES TO REMEMBER...

= 1/9/2010 Mid-Winter Round Up, Killeen, TX
= 3/23-27/2010 Region H Rally, Marshall, TX

m 4/8-10/2010 Louisiana Rally

u 5/6 -8/2010 Texas District Rally, Killeen, TX

m 5/27-29/2010 Arkansas Rally

March Madness
March 25 - 27, 2010
Your Region H Rally

Marshall, Texas

2010 Texas District Rally
“Rally the Troops”
May 6 - 8, 2010
Killeen, Texas

| DRIVER SAFETY COURSE
| (The following email was
| forwarded on by Jim & Lynn.) Jim
| and | recently took advantage of an @
| AARP sponsored Driver Safety

Course. While geared to the older driver, it is not
| limited to that age group. It runs for about four hours
and costs $12 for members, slightly more for non-
members or the online course. While this course
| doesn’t dismiss a ticket, it does work for insurance
| discounts, the average | understand to be $75 a |
| year. You may find out about courses in your area |
| by calling 1-888-227-7669 or visiting |
| www.aarp.org/drive or find out about the online |
| course at www.aarp.org/drive/online. |
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T-CLOCS Inspection Checklist
Copied from the www.msf-usa.org library, with permission.
T-CLOCSITEM  WHAT TO CHECK WHAT TO LOOK FOR CHECK-OFF
T-TIRES & WHEELS
Tires Condition Tread depth, wear, weathering, evenly seated, bulges, embedded objects. Front | Rear
Air Pressure Check when clod, adjust to load. Front | Rear
Wheels Spokes Bent, broken, missing, tension, check at top of wheel: "ring"=0K -- "thud"=loose spoke Front | Rear
Cast Cracks, dents. Front | Rear
Rims Out of round/true =5 mm. Spin wheel, index against stationary pointer. Front | Rear
Grab top and bottom of tire and flex: No freeplay (click) between hub and axle, no growl
Bearings when spinning. Front | Rear
Seals Cracked, cut or torn, excessive grease on outside, reddish-brown around outside. Front | Rear
Brakes Function Each brake alone keeps bike from rolling. Front | Rear
C-CONTROLS
Levers and Pedal Condition Broken, bent, cracked, mounts tight, ball ends on handlebar levers, proper adjustment.
Pivots Lubricated.
Cables Condition Fraying, kinks, lubrication: ends and interior.
No interference or pulling at steering head, suspension, no sharp angles, wire supports in
Routing place.
Hoses Condition Cuts, cracks, leaks, bulges, chafing, deterioration.
No interference or pulling at steering head, suspension, no sharp angles, hose supports in
Routing place.
Throttle Operation Moves freely, snaps closed, no revving when handlebars are turned.
L-LIGHTS
Battery Condition Terminals; clean and tight, electrolyte level, held down securely.
Vent Tube Not kinked, routed properly, not plugged.
Headlamp Condition Cracks, reflector, mounting and adjustment system.
Aim Height and right/left.
Operation Hi beam/low beam operation.
Tail lamp/brake Condition Cracks, clean, and tight.
lamp Operation Activates upon front brake/rear brake application.
Turn signals Operation Flashes correctly. Frontleft  |Front right
Front left Front right
Mirrors Condition Cracks, clean, tight mounts and swivel joints.
Aim Adjusted when seated on bike.
Lenses & Reflectors Condition Cracked, broken, securely mounted, excessive condensation.
Wiring Condition Fraying, chafing, insulation.
Pinched, no interference or pulling at steering head or suspension, wire looms and ties in
Routing place, connectors tight, clean.
O-OIL
Levels Engine Oil Check warm on center stand on level ground, dipstick, sight glass.
Hypoid Gear Oil,
Shaft Drive Transmission, rear drive, shaft.
Hydraulic Fluid |Brakes, clutch, reservoir or sight glass.
Coolant Reservoir and/or coolant recovery tank -- check only when cool.
Fuel Tank or gauge.
Leaks Engine Oil Gaskets, housings, seals.
Hypoid Gear Oil,
Shaft Drive Gaskets, seals, breathers.
Hydraulic Fluid |Hoses, master cylinders, calipers.
Coolant Radiator, hoses, tanks, fittings, pipes.
Fuel Lines, fuel valve, carbs.
C-CHASSIS
Frame Condition Cracks at gussets, accessory mounts, look for paint lifting.
Steering-Head |No detent or tight spots through full travel, raise front wheel, check for play by
Bearings pulling/pushing forks.
Swingarm
Bushings/Bearings |Raise rear wheel, check for play by pushing/pulling swingarm.
Suspension Front Forks Smooth travel, equal air pressure/damping, anti-dive settings. Left | Right
Smooth travel, equal pre-load/air pressure/damping settings, linkage moves freely and is
Rear Shock(s) |lubricated. Left | Right
Chain or Belt Tension Check at tightest point.
Lubrication Side plates when hot, note: do not lubricate belts.
Sprockets Teeth not hooked, securely mounted.
Fasteners Threaded Tight, missing bolts, nuts.
Clips Broken, missing.
Cotter Pins Broken, missing.
S-STANDS
Center Stand Condition Cracks, bent.
Retention Springs in place, tension to hold position.
Side Stand Condition Cracks, bent (safety cut-out switch or pad equipped).
Retention Springs in place, tension to hold position.
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GWRRA TX-N2
RIDE SURVEY

We are looking for input from all members for 2010 rides. Please take a little time to give us your input so we can
increase participation and improve rides in 2010. Please bring your completed survey to the January Gathering.

Day of Week

Check all of you preferences

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Holidays

Departure Time

Preferred miles roundtrip

Types of Trips:

Overnight camping 1 night
Overnight camping multi nights
Overnight hotel 1 night
Overnight hotel multi nights
Museums

Libraries

Historical sites

Rides that include breakfast
Rides that include lunch

Rides that include dinner
Rides that don't include eating
Ride with other GWRRA Chapters

Morning Afternoon Evening All-Day

(fill in departure time for any or all preferences)

(fill in roundtrip number of miles preferred)
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To ring in the New Year, give these recipes a try. They are guaranteed to be yummy and
may bring you a little luck in *10. Enjoy!

4 BLACK-EYED PEAS N\

1 Ib. black-eyed peas

Let peas stand in hot water about 10 minutes. Cover peas with water and put in 2 strips of bacon and cook at
low heat for about 3 - 4 hours. One hour before end of cooking time, add:

1 onion, chopped
1 tsp. sugar
1 tsp. salt

Qsp. pepper /
\

/ NEW YEAR’S BLACK-EYED PEAS
1 Ib. dry black-eyed peas

Let soak overnight in 4 cans of Budweiser beer.

1 can of Snappy tomato juice
% Ib. diced ham

1 onion, chopped

1 T. Worcestershire sauce

2 stalks of celery

2 chili peppers

1 tsp. dry mustard

on 1 % hours. Add more beer if it gets dry.

AN

4 HOPPIN’ JOHN

1T. vegetable oil

2 stalks celery, chopped

1 large onion, chopped

1 medium red pepper, chopped

2 cloves garlic, minced

16-ounce package dry black-eyed peas
1 large (about 3/4 pounds) smoked ham hock
2-14 1/2 oz. cans chicken broth

1/4 tsp. red pepper, crushed

1 bay leaf

2 T. salt

2 c. regular long-grain rice

parsley, chopped, for garnish

In 4-quart saucepan over medium-high heat, heat vegetable oil. Add celery, onion, and red pepper; cook 10
minutes until golden. Add garlic; cook 2 minutes longer. Rinse peas with running cold water and discard any
stones or shriveled peas. Add peas, ham hock, chicken broth, crushed red pepper, bay leaf, 1 teaspoon salt, and
4 cups water to celery mixture; over high heat, heat to boiling. Reduce heat to low; cover and simmer 40
minutes or until peas are tender. Meanwhile, prepare rice as label directs, but use 1 teaspoon salt and do not add
margarine or butter. In large bowl, gently mix pea mixture and rice. Serve hot. Garnish with chopped parsley

if you like. /







