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2010 COUPLE OF THE YEAR
Rex & Ann Nix
Master Tour Rider 4167 & 5964

Chapter N2 -

Not sure what to
write about this
month. I am
standing in the back
yard lighting smoke
bombs left over
from New Years
2008. These multi-
colored things can
only be appreciated
during the full Ilght of day. The bright colors are
awesome and only a man can appreciate the smell
of burning black power. But this is not why | am
writing this.

Annand I were first asked to be the chapter
couple. Cool, we can do this, but we will never be
as good as the preceding couples we are following.
Our first responsibility was to organize a sweetheart
dinner for the chapter. We had it at the Outback
Steakhouse, where 37 people came out to enjoy
each other’s company and hang out with their
sweeties. Many of us remembered those that are
not with us any more, but the memories were good.
Ann and I, with the help of some early arrivers,
prettied the place up with balloons, some
homemade flower arrangements, some little
trinkets to add color, and some candy to ruin
everyone’s diets. We had pinks, reds, whites, and
hearts everywhere.

We had an open menu, so it was up to each
person how bad, sorry, how good they wanted to
eat. The wait staff did a great job keeping up with
that many folks taking drinks and orders, some
folks even had dessert after dinner.

We played a few games that everyone
seemed to enjoy. The winners were given stuffed
love bugs for prizes. We had a prize for guessing
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how many candy hearts were in a jar and how many
chocolate kisses were in a jar. We gave away boxes
to everyone for just being there that had small
things in them. One box had a small bee button
inside. The person that had this box won a grand
prize of the Dancing Bee. We had a drawing picked
at random and the winner won a Fun Romance
Game. We don’t want to know.

We had other drawings to give away more
love bugs and, finally, it was time to clean up and
go home. One of the employees was willing to
give away the balloons and we packed everything
else up to be used at next year’s Sweetheart dinner.

We had fun going to different places
looking at things for the night. Annand | appreciate
the time we get together in our crazy schedules.
We hope everyone had fun and thank you for letting
us do this for our friends.

Now we can change our focus to the Texas
District Rally in Killeen, Texas. We need camping
ideas, items, money, more ideas, and more items
to put in the basket, we are making to represent
our chapter at the rally. All ideas, items, and any
donations are appreciated and we thank you, in
advance, for your help. We have already gotten
our rooms and are looking forward to the time with
each other and friends. Now we need to start
looking at our outfits we will need to get ready. As
much as | like bright colors, Ann will really have a
challenge keeping me grounded here.

Time to go play some more, | think I will
wipe the bike down and see how it looks in the
sunlight. We have had so much rain this year, |
haven’t burned five tanks of gas in the bike. Maybe
I can do something about that tomorrow. Don’t
look back, keep moving ahead.
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RIDER EDUCATOR
Mark Smith
Master Tour Rider 7153
Chapter N2 - Humble, TX

CHOOSING AHELMET THAT'S RIGHT FOR YOU

Never buy a used helmet or borrow someone else’'s helmet. Overtime, the protective foam in helmets will adjust to
to the contours of a user's head. A used or borrowed helmet may not offer as much protection as a new helmet.

W earing the wrong size helmetcan increase your risk of serious injury or death in an accident. A helmetthatis
too large for your head may be dislodged or knocked off in an accident. To selectthe right size helmet for your
head, follow these instructions:

1. Measure your head. Wrap a tape measure around your head aboutone inch (2.5 cm) above your eyebrows.

2. Use the sizing chartto select the helmet size that corresponds mostclosely to your head measurement. If
your head size falls between two helmet sizes, try on the larger helm et first and then the smaller size.

Size Centimeter Hat Size Inches

XXS 51-52 6 3/8 -6 1/2 20 - 20 1/2
XS 53-54 6 5/8 -6 3/4 20 7/8 - 21 1/4

S 55-56 6 7/8 -7 215/8 -22
57-58 7 1/8 -7 1/4 22 1/2 -22 718
L 59-60 7 318 -7 1/2 23 1/4 - 23 5/8

XL 61-62 7518 -7 3/4 24 - 24 3/8
XXL 63-64 7718 -8 24 3/4 - 25 1/4

XX XL 65-66 8 1/8 -8 1/4 25 5/8 - 26
Youth S 49-50 6 1/8 -6 1/4 19 1/4 - 19 3/4

Youth M 51-52 6 3/8 -6 1/2 20 - 20 1/2
Youth L 53-54 6 5/8 -6 3/4 20 7/8 - 21 1/4
Youth S/M 49-50 6 1/8 -6 1/4 19 1/4 - 19 3/4

Youth L/XL 51-52 6 3/8 -6 1/2 20 - 20 1/2

3. Try on the helmet by grasping both chin straps to pull the helmetcompletely onto you head, ensuring that the
top of your head is in contact with the top of the helmet interior.

4. Check for proper fit. To make sure you helmetis the right size, check that:
The helmetinner lining fits snugly around your head.
The top pad presses firmly on your head.
The cheek pads contact your cheeks.
There is no space around your brow under the inner lining.

Test this by trying to insert your fingers. If the helmetdoes not fit snugly, try on a smaller size.

5. Check your field of vision when trying on a helmet. Some helmets may obstruct or block your vision when
looking left, right, up, or down.

Always make sure you can see wellenough to safely operate your motorcycle.

6. Testthe helmet fit by placing your hands on each side of the helmet. W hile holding your head as motionless
as possible, try rotating your helmet from left to right then up and down. If you can feel the helmet padding sliding
on your head, itis too big, try a size smaller. You should feelthe helmet move the skin on your head and face as
you try to move the helmet.

7. Fasten the retention system (chin strap) as tight as possible under your jaw without causing pain. There must
be no slack in the strap, and the strap bust be tight up againstyour jaw.

8. Testthe retention system (chin strap)
Put your hands on the back of the helmet and try to push the helmet off by rotating it forward.
Put your hands on the front of the helmet above your forehead (or on the chin guard) and try

to push the helmet off by rotating backward.

Ifthe helmetcomes off, try another size or another model or brand .
Repeat steps 3 through 8 until you find a helmet that fits your head snugly and securely.

| hope this helps when selecting your next helmet. And remember that professionals say to replace a helmet
every five years. So until nexttime, ride safe and remember to stop and smell the roses.
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Bob’s Taco Station Ride
By Randy Rainwater

It was President’s Day and a few of us had the day off and had seen our destination highlighted on a
recent Diners, Drive-ins, and Dives episode on The Food Network. Our day started at 9:00 a.m. at the
Flying J, intersection of Hwy 59 and 242, and it was 39 degrees. | think it got up to 50 degrees, before
we finished our day with 225 more miles added to our odometers. The direct mileage would have been
about 136 miles, but where is the fun in that.

We basically made a big loop through Magnolia, Waller, Brookshire, Fulshear, Rosenburg, Brazos
Bend State Park, Dickson, Kemah, Baytown, Highlands, Crosby, and then to the Dairy Queen near
Lake Houston. The restaurant is very small, but it seemed like everyone was happy with what they
ordered. They have several types of tacos (which got good reviews), but they also had some good
tamales and enchiladas. Sharon and | split a tamale plate and a cheese enchilada plate and we were
both pleased. Their chips and salsa were also good. After lunch, we rode by Steve and Linda Seligman’s
previous home, even though | didn’t have a clue that we were that close, when | planned the route.

Before we started splitting up at 2100 and 1960 in Huffman, Jim Hartley stated that he was going to
stop for ice cream near Lake Houston. Everybody decided that sounded like a good idea, so we all
pulled into the parking lot. Jim had a DQ card that he had gotten at one of our previous Christmas
parties and offered to treat everyone until the money ran out. When we all finished ordering, he only
had about $1.25 left on the card. Thanks to Jim for our afternoon snacks!

We had 6 bikes with 9 riders and two cars with 6 more folks for our total attendees. We found a lot of
flat country and straight roads, but it was a great day to be with friends and enjoy a good meal.
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THINGS YOUR BURGLAR WON'T TELL YOU

Of course, I look familiar. I was here just last week cleaning your carpets, painting your shutters,
or delivering your new refrigerator.

Hey, thanks for letting me use the bathroom, when | was working in your yard last week. While
I was in there, | unlatched the back window to make my return a little easier.

Love those flowers. That tells me you have taste. And taste means there are nice things inside.
Those yard toys your kids leave out always make me wonder what type of gaming system they
have.

Yes, | really do look for newspapers piled up on the driveway. And | might leave a pizza flyer
in your front door to see how long it takes you to remove it.

If it snows while you’re out of town, get a neighbor to create car and foot tracks into the house.
Virgin drifts in the driveway are a dead giveaway.

If decorative glass is part of your front entrance, don’t let your alarm company install the control
pad where | can see if it’s set. That makes it too easy.

A good security company alarms the window over the sink. And the windows on the second
floor, which often access the master bedroom-and your jewelry. 1t’s not a bad idea to put motion
detectors up there too.

It’s raining, you’re fumbling with your umbrella, and you forget to lock your door-understandable.
But understand this: | don’t take a day off because of bad weather.

I always knock first. If you answer, I’ll ask for directions somewhere or offer to clean your
gutters. (Don’t take me up on it.)

Do you really think I won’t look in your sock drawer? | always check dresser drawers, the
bedside table, and the medicine cabinet.

Here’s a helpful hint: I almost never go into kids’ rooms.

You’re right: 1 won’t have enough time to break into that safe, where you keep your valuables.
But if it’s not bolted down, I’ll take it with me.

Aloud TV or radio can be a better deterrent than the best alarm system. If you’re reluctant to
leave your TV on while you’re out of town, you can buy a $35 device that works on a timer and
simulates the flickering glow of a real television. (Find it at faketv.Com.)
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8 MORE THINGS A BURGLAR WON’'T TELL YOU
1. Sometimes, | carry a clipboard. Sometimes, | dress like a lawn guy and carry a rake. | do my

best to never, ever look like a crook.
The two things | hate most: loud dogs and nosy neighbors.

I’ll break a window to get in, even if it makes a little noise. If your neighbor hears one loud
sound, he’ll stop what he’s doing and wait to hear it again. If he doesn’t hear it again, he’ll just
go back to what he was doing. It’s human nature.

I’m not complaining, but why would you pay all that money for a fancy alarm system and leave
your house without setting it?

I love looking in your windows. I’m looking for signs that you’re home, and for flat screen TVs
or gaming systems I’d like. I’ll drive or walk through your neighborhood at night, before you
close the blinds, just to pick my targets.

Avoid announcing your vacation on your Facebook page. It’s easier than you think to look up
your address.

To you, leaving that window open just a crack during the day is a way to let in a little fresh air.
To me, it’s an invitation.

If you don’t answer when | knock, I try the door. Occasionally, I hit the jackpot and walk right
in.

Sources: Convicted burglars in North Carolina, Oregon, California, and Kentucky; security consultant
Chris McGoey, who runs crimedoctor.Com; and Richard T. Wright, a criminology professor at the
University of Missouri-St. Louis, who interviewed 105 burglars for his book Burglars on the Job.

If you need a trailer for the up-
coming riding season, Jerry
Barnett has some quality trail-
ers for sale. Jerry carries 2 dif-
ferent sizes and styles. For
more information, pictures, and
aprice list, contact Jerry at 713-
201-5090.







