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2010 COUPLE OF THE YEAR

Rex & Ann Nix
Master Tour Rider 4167 & 5964

Chapter N2 - Humble, TX

Wow! Another

month has gone by

and it seems just like

yesterday that the

year started. I want

to say to everyone,

thank you for your

support and prayers

for us thru this

difficult month that

Rex and I have had. His dad got sick and went into

the hospital the day before Valentine’s Day. So we

spent most of February going everyday to the

hospital to visit him and make sure everything was

being done that could be. But unfortunately, things

did not work out and his dad passed away on March

5.  Which is the reason we have not been very visible

in the past month. But we are so blessed with our

chapter family and friends; we never felt we were

doing this by ourselves. Just knowing that someone

was just a phone call away, if needed, was a great

help. So our heartfelt thanks go out to everyone.

But now things are getting back to normal and we

are gearing back up to get things done for the Texas

District Rally. It was suggested to do a camping

theme for our basket and we now have a plan for

what the basket is to look like. I am excited and

hope we get to show the whole chapter before we

take it to the rally. We have already been getting

things for the basket, but still need a lot more!

So we are asking for the chapter’s help in donating

items for our basket and, if you can’t, we are more

than happy to take monetary donations and we will

buy the items for you. I have always enjoyed

looking and admiring all the baskets at the rallies

and now I get to participate in making one! It has

been, and is a lot of fun! But of course, I have to

rein in someone’s creative juices (unnamed of

course), to help keep his feet on the ground. Sounds

like the District Rally is going to be really great

this year with all that will be going on! Looking

forward to seeing you there.

CHAPTER N2 MONTHLY
WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS

APRIL 14 Mike & Robin Thacker

 Wed., April 14, 2010 -  (Fuddruckers - 4360 Kingwood Drive)

MAY Carolyn Thomsen

JUNE Mark & Robin Smith

JULY Gary & Stormy Young

AUGUST Dolly Ard

SEPTEMBER Jim & Lynn Flournoy

OCTOBER  (128711) Paul & Marie Rich

NOVEMBER Gary & Marie Rabalais

DECEMBER Marty & Donna Uphoff

ALTERNATES:  Ricky & Karen Frazier, Rex & Ann Nix, and Bob Moorehead
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RIDER EDUCATOR

Mark Smith
Master Tour Rider 7153

Chapter N2 - Humble, TX

Road Conditions:

Spring is here, Summer is on its way, and so are

the orange barrels that indicate road repair.  Keep

on the lookout for motorcycle hazards such as

uneven pavement, differences in surface heights,

repaving, road debris, and temperature changes.

When navigating on uneven pavement from

stripping and paving roadways, keep a firm grip

on the handlebars, maintaining control of your

motorcycle.  You may feel like you are in a blender,

but don’t panic.  The key is to ride it out and know

that the motorcycle is not moving as much as you

think it is.  For differences in surface heights,

remember to cross with the most angle you can

and roll on some throttle to get your motorcycle

up and over.

Another motorcycle riding hazard is dehydration.

When the temperature soars, remember to keep

yourself hydrated by drinking plenty of water.  With

the wind and sun, it is easy to get dehydrated and

do stupid things on the motorcycle.  Another

motorcycle hazard is known as “tar snakes” or

black tar that has been poured on the asphalt cracks

for repair, become very slippery when warmed by

the hot sun and doesn’t lend themselves well to

fast movements or high speeds.  If you find yourself

on a web of tar snakes, remember to keep your

speed and angle constant until you can ride to a

safer area.

Motorcycle road debris hazards come in many

forms such as gravel, sand, oil, potholes, brush,

and trash.  The best course of action is to try and

avoid the obstacle by choosing a better path or

swerving.  For slick obstacles, reduce your speed

before your encounter, because slick surfaces

Motorcycle Riding Hazards

require more stopping time.  Maintain a firm grip

on the handlebars, keeping it straight and steady.

Weather Conditions:

Strong winds means reduced riding control.  If you

are riding and wind gusts start pushing your bike,

keep a firm grip on the handlebars, lean your bike

into the wind by countersteering, keep an upright

posture, and keep plenty of distance between you

and other vehicles.

Rain storms mean slick road conditions, because

of oil buildup and slick lane markers.  When a rain

first begins, the road becomes the slickest from the

oil and other debris mixing with the rain.  After a

rain, the center of a lane is where the oil tends to

build up, so gently change lane position to avoid

the center.  Be aware of slickness when stopping

and wear oil-resistant riding boots to help alleviate

slippage.

Wildlife Conditions:

Summer is not only prime time to ride, but it’s

prime time for groundhogs to sun themselves on

the side of the road and for deer to drink from

roadside creeks.

Look for the deer crossing signs and reduce your

speeds in these areas. Remember that deer are

unpredictable and appear calm until you get right

up on them, when they suddenly take flight. If the

deer are on the road, be prepared to brake and allow

the deer to cross, rather than assuming you can

speed up or swerve to miss them.

Dogs are more predictable.  The rule of thumb for

dogs is to vary your speed, it distracts them and

throws their timing off.  A dog will go for the front
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tire in a herding response, so make sure the dog

doesn’t make it there by varying your motorcycle

speed.  I have dogs in my neighborhood that run

free and chase me everytime I get on my bike.  My

first thought is to kick and try to keep the dog from

getting to close, but as mentioned earlier, that is

the worst thing I can do.  So just be aware and

alternate your speed and, eventually, the dog will

give up.

(Motorcycle Riding Hazards, cont.)

These are only a few of the hazardous motorcycle

road conditions that summer roads hold in store.

Be prepared and practice your motorcycle riding

maneuvers until they are an automatic riding habit.

So until next time, ride safe and have fun.  Live

life to the fullest, because there is no guarantee

there will be a tomorrow!

1) Check your local weather report

to determine if conditions are

favorable for kite flying.  Look

for light to moderate winds if

you‘re a beginning kite flier or

gustier winds if you are more experienced.  A

wind speed of 5 to 15 mph is bet for kite flying.

2) Find a large and windy open area free of trees

and power lines – two things that are

notoriously dangerous for kites and their

owners.

3) Hold the kite in both hands and toss it lightly

into the wind until the wind catches it.  This

works well when the wind is moderately strong.

4) Alternatively, let out a small length of kite

string and holding the string in your had, run

with the kite behind you until the wind lifts it.

Things You’ll Need to Fly a Kite
(Kite spool, kite string, and strips of cloth for tail)

5) Begin letting out string until the kite reaches a

height with which you are comfortable.  Good

heights generally range from 50 to 100 feet.

6) Keep an eye on your kite, as it may come

crashing down because of sudden changes in

wind.  If it dips, run or pull in the string a bit to

give it some lift.

7) Bring the kite down by slowly winding the kite

string around a kite spool.

8)  Reach out and grab the kite before it hits the

ground to avoid damaging it.

See if you can find your GWRRA number in the

newsletter.  Let Steve Seligman know before the

next chapter meeting and win a little something!

GOT NEWS...Forward your ar-

ticles, etc., to Sharon Rainwater at

rainwatersharon@yahoo.com.
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If you are interested in purchasing raffle ticket s, please cont act Mark Smith.


