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   Chapter N2 Staff ï 2009 
Chapter Director     Chapter Educator/MAD Coordinators  
Mike & Robin Thacker   Jim Hartley 

281-686-8892    823-348-9534 

rmwerone@yahoo.com   Jimhartley2004@yahoo.com 

 

Assistant Chapter Director   Newsletter Editor 

Steve & Linda Seligman   Linda Seligman 

713-305-0225    281-844-6207 

swselig@gmail.com    lsselig@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer     Phone Tree Coordinator  
Robin Smith     Shirley Rodger 

 832-434-2991    281-441-7084 

fordfanatics@gmail.com   shirleyrodger@comcast.net 

 

Ride Coordinators    Events Coordinators 
Randy Rainwater 281-360-4577  Steve & Billie Fleming  

ranrainwater@embarqmail.com  281-355-8087 

Mike Thacker  281-686-8892   Fleming49@yahoo.com 

 rmwerone@yahoo.com    Bfleming@yahoo.com 

 
Ways N Means    Scrapbook Coordinator 
Randy & Sharon Rainwater   Karen Frazier 

 281-360-4577    281-615-1365 

 rrainwater@embarqmail.com                karenf@nctv.com 

 rainwatersharon@yahoo.com 

 

Meeting Coordinator   Web Master  
Steve Seligman      Brad Rodger   

713-305-0225    281-441-7084 

swselig@gmail.com                bradrodger@comcast.net 

 

Media Coordinators    Camping Coordinators 

Mark and Robin Smith   Rex & Ann Nix 

713-291-6118    713-697-7692  

fordfanatics@gmail.com   rexnix@hotmail.com 

 

2009 Couple of the Year   Website 

       Mark and Robin Smith                                     www.gwrra-n2-humbletx.com       

       713-291-6118 

fordfanatics@gmail.com                     Chapter Hotline  281-814-7621 

      MED Coordinators             
       Ricky & Karen Frazier 

       281-615-4386 

       karenf@nctv.com  

       Ricky@nctv.com  

 

      Sunshine Couple 

      Marty & Donna Uphoff 

      281-794-9900 

       hunter1173@hotmail.com 

      dmh5514@hotmail.com           

 

 

 

Chapter meetings are held on the 4
th
 Saturday of 

each month at 6:00 PM.  The meetings are held at 

the American Legion Hall at 307 Charles St, 

Humble, TX 

The rides depart from the Flying J at 242 and  IH-59 

in New Caney. 
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News from the Chapter Director 

 

 
There were eleven of us that went to Amarillo Texas, and were met by two other people once we 

arrived.  We left for the Texas District Rally on Wednesday and rode to Wichita Falls Texas and stayed 

there over night.  We left for Amarillo of Thursday and arrived around noon.  We checked in and went 

and eat at the Big Texan.  When we arrived there we observed a man eating a 72 oz steak, baked potato, 

salad, three shrimp and a roll.  It was valued as an 80,00 meal.  If he ate it under an hour, he would get 

the meal free.  This man ate the whole meal in under 49 minutes.  Robin son, Matt Taylor rode with us 

for the first time to a rally.  He believed that he could eat the meal but was afraid to try, so he decided to 

try and eat half of the steak to see what he felt like afterwards.  Matt ate a 36 oz. steak in about ten 

minutes. After eating we toured around the steak house and played some shooting games and took 

pictures.    

After opening ceremony we had the Armadillo Races, we lost in the first heat but had a blast watching 

everyone else race.  While at the rally we entered several items in competition, we did not win in any 

category, but were close in many of them.   

We entered the competitions for: 

Best Armadillo 

Best Decorated Boot 

Best Chapter Mascot 

Best Newsletter 

Best Windshield Cover 

Best Banner 

We had a great time participating in all of the events.  Robin entered her bike in the bike show and won 

first place in the open class. Matt Taylor was the youngest pre registered rider at the age of 27.  On 

Friday evening we rode to Pala Duro Canyon and eat hamburger made from the Big Texan.  After 

eating, we watched the Preview of the ñTexasò everyone really enjoyed that. There were so many 

motorcycles that drove down into the canyon, it was a great sight to see all the bikes coming out of the 

canyon at dusk. We all had a great time.   

 

Mark and Robin Smith, our Couple of the Year entered their fishing basket in the selection.  All I can 

say is, it was great.  They won third place out of about 25 baskets.   

Chapter U took first place with their motorcycle tire basket and Chapter M2 won second place with their 

Route 66 basket.   

Robin Thacker won our fishing basket and Matt Taylor won M2 route 66 basket.  Linda Seligman won a 

basket that was a wagon being pulled by several Gold Wing motorcycles.  We had a time getting all 

three baskets back home.  I had one on my back seat and one on top of the trailer.  All were wrapped in 

trash bags to keep them from getting wet.  I  kinda looked like the Beverly Hillbillies pulling them 

home.  Traffic was passing me by, pointing and laughing.    

 

News from the District; 

 

Jim and Ruby Seale stepped down from district after three years as the Vendors Coordinators. 

Next year the District Rally will be held in Killen Texas, we will be getting the information out to you as 

we get it.   

From the Riders Education corner, Marty Uphoff  is the newest Road Captain Trainer that was certified 

at this rally.  He had over 40 people sign up to take the class. 
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Jim Hartley sold the winning tickets for the Riders Education raffle packet.  Darla Ingram won the GPS 

and bed and breakfast.  Whatôs really funny is Jeff Ingram won the donated gift card from Texas Cycle 

Chrome.  

  

Now that the rally is over, its time to get your riding gear on and start doing some riding. 

 

Mike and Robin Thacker-Master Tour Riders-6751 & 616 

Chapter Directors N2 

Humble TX 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please say hello to I.B. Winginô the newest member of Chapter N2.  One day while flying around 

Humble, I.B. noticed some yellow and black flapping in the wind.  Thinking it was a swarm of bees he 

flew done to investigate.  I.B. landed on a Chapter N2 flag on the back of a Goldwing.   He rode around 

with the group for a while at a gas stop the members welcomed in as one of our own.  I.B. decided to 

stay.  He is now an official member of Chapter N2 Humble.  His first trip with N2 was to the 2009 

District Rally in Amarillo.  I.B. is looking forward to all of his upcoming trips ï especially his first trip 

to Wing Ding which will be in Tulsa OK.  We are now one happy family. 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cid-4b2f77d0d2bc193a.skydrive.live.com/self.aspx/GWRRA Mid-winter/IMG|_6217.jpg
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Rider Education  

 

                        Strategy 

  

Definition: A plan of action resulting from the practice of a strategy.    

In our case we are talking about the strategy we employ when we ride what is our plan of action?  Do 

you have a way of detecting hazards as early as possible?  Do you have a way of dealing with those 

same hazards when they affect your ride?  Do you practice?  Iôve discussed the strategies that the 

Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) has used in the past and still uses: SEE [Search, Evaluate, and 

Execute]; SIPDE [Search, Identify, Predict, Decide, and Execute]; SPA [Search, Predict, and Act]; and 

our own GWRRA strategy, SAA [ Search, Anticipate, and Act].  We employ these tools to keep us safer 

when we ride.  They are used to Manage Risk.  When we control or manage the risk we are confronted 

with we can control the destiny of the ride.  This is important all the time but it may very well be more 

important to place these tools in the forefront of our thoughts as we climb aboard our bikes after a winter 

riding hiatus.  How can we brush up?  I talked about all the training that is offered in the form of Riding 

Courses and Seminars before.  These classes are offered by MSF Sponsors.  They are offered at 

GWRRA District and Region rallies and they are offered at Wing Ding.  Now it is our turn as 

conscientious riders to find these classes and take one so that we can refresh our skills and be ready to 

do take to the highways.  

                   

 

 

Ride Alert, Ride Aware and RIDE SAFE 

Jim Hartley 

Chapter N2 Rider Educator 

Humble, TX  
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 Couple of the Year Corner 

 
This year is going by so quick, I can't believe it.  Well this last month was the Texas District Rally in 

Amarillo.  We had 8 bikes and 11 people go with us to the rally and the Uphoff's met us there on Friday.  

We spent the night in Wichita Falls on Wednesday and decided to go for a swim.  Well folks let me tell 

you what, that was the coldest pool I think I have ever swam in, it had to be between 55 and 65 degrees.  

After we swam for a while we decided to order pizza and relax by the pool.  Robin and I never leave 

home without our dominoes and cards, so we decided to go to the lobby and play some dominoes.  We 

played for a while and had a really good time as usual, but we were all getting pretty tired so we called it 

a night.  The next morning after we ate breakfast we hit the road, it was only about 200 miles or so to 

Amarillo.  On the way there the temperature started to drop a little, at first it was really nice but after it 

dropped from about 72 to 65 or so, we decided to pull over and put on some extra layers of clothes and 

jackets.  Pulling up to the hotel we started seeing all the bikes and familiar faces and then we all got 

excited about the weekend.  The hotel was very nice and the staff  were extremely helpful.  After we 

checked in we were hungry, so off to BIG TEXAN we went (home of the free 72 oz steak).  They have a 

table on a stage by itself with a timer on it, if you take the challenge you have to eat a 72 oz steak, fully 

loaded baked potato, three fried shrimp, a salad and a roll all in 1 hour.  If you can't eat it all in 1 hour 

you have to pay $72.  Let me tell you what, back in the day I would have tried it, but these days with me 

being so trim and fit I thought I had better step away from the table and let someone else have the glory.  

HA HA   Now we tried to talk Matt Taylor into taking the challenge but I guess he doubted himself, of 

course I don't know why because he ordered the 36 oz steak and had it eaten in all of about 9 minutes.  I 

think he could do it of he wanted to bad enough.  Big Texan is really a cool place to check out, so if you 

are ever in Amarillo I suggest you stop in to eat.  That night everyone met in our room and put together 

the basket.  It really turned out nice.  Robin and I really want to thank each and everyone of you for the 

help, if it weren't for you all we definitely would not have had as nice of a basket. THANK YOU!!!   We 

got to the Convention Center the next morning and had to turn in our basket.  Wow there were some 

very nice baskets there, but we were sort of partial to ours.  The rally was nice and had a good turnout.  

Robin and I were invited to a Couple of the Year luncheon and had a good time, we had a chance to visit 

with all the other couples and made some good friends.  There really are some good people here in 

Texas.  After the luncheon we walked around the rally for awhile and then we had a ride into the Palo 

Dura Canyon to eat dinner and watch a musical called Texas.  On the way back to the hotel we had our 

own little light show.  Well it wasn't so little there were probably up to 200 bikes.  That was really cool.  

Then came Saturday.  Alot of us were going to attend the Level 4 breakfast but it was raining that 

morning so we opted not to go. I guess Carolyn Thomsen was the only true biker with us because she 

went by herself, You go girl!!!  After shopping some more it was time for closing ceremonies.  The 

chapters with the top three baskets are given 75% of the tickets sales back, and all other chapters are 

given 60%.  When it came time to pull the tickets for the baskets everybody was excited to win, I was 

just excited that I didn't have to haul the basket back home. WELL!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Linda Seligman won 

Chapter O's basket and I thought well we can get that home,  then Robin Thacker won our basket so I 

thought we'll figure it out and then Matt Taylor (Robin Thacker's son) won Chapter M-2's basket.  So 

here we are trying to fit three baskets in four trailers along with all the luggage.  Well Chapter N-2's 

Fishinô Across Texas Basket won third place overall.  Thatôs great because there was alot of 

competition.  It seems each year the baskets are getting bigger and bigger.  Next yearôs couple get ready, 

everyone start thinking now.  Well Matt Taylor took the Youngest Rider Award away from me this year, 

but thatôs ok thereôs always next year.  The ride was nice and peaceful, we wish everyone could have 

been there, we had a great time as always.  Thanks again for all the support you all have given Robin 

and I over the last few months.   
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Thanks to Marty Uphoff for getting certified to present the Road Captains Course at the Amarillo Rally.  

Mike Elrod had asked me to present the course but I had to much going on with the Couple of the Year 

stuff.  So Marty graciously stepped up and presented to courses.  He did a great job and is now certified.  

Thanks Marty!!! 

 

Until we ride again, take care and be safe! 

 

Mark and Robin Smith 

2009 Couple of the Year N2 

 

 

  
 

 

Here is a picture of Chapter N2ôs Couple of the Year basket: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Remember ï see if you can find your GWRRA number in the newsletter ï Let Mike Thacker know and 

win a little something !!!!! 

 

Did you find your GWRRA number????  Keep looking!!!!   

 

 

https://cid-4b2f77d0d2bc193a.skydrive.live.com/self.aspx/GWRRA Mid-winter/IMG|_6208.jpg
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2009 Chapter Dinner hosts 

 
January Mark & Robin Smith   July  David & Brenda Sandborn 

February Oliver & Rita Rathmann  August  Steve & Linda Seligman 

March  Paul & Mari Rich   September  Randy & Anna Carroll 

April   Jeff & Darla Ingram   October Randy Talbutt 

May  Steve & Billie Fleming  November JR 

June  Donald & May Noel   December Gary & Stormy Young 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The chapter is planning a 5 day cruise from Galveston to Cozumel from October 31 ï November 5.  The 

cost is about $319 per person.  If you are interested in the details please contact Billie Fleming. 

 

        
   

 

 

 
 

     

Upcoming Region/District events: 

 

 

July 2 ï 5, 2009  Wing Ding 31 in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
October 31, 2009  Texas District Education Weekend, Marshall, TX 
 
 
 
Thank you to all that have provided me with recipes.  I am still collecting!!!  If you have any great 

recipes????  Chapter N2 is putting together a Chapter cook book to sell to help us raise money for 

The Pediatric Brain Tumor Association.  We will be collecting the recipes until about August of 

this year and are planning to have the books completed by December.  Send your  recipes to Linda 

Seligman at lsselig@gmail.com or bring them to a chapter meeting. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lsselig@gmail.com
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2009 Mudbug Rally 
Submitted by Randy Rainwater 

 

 

Three bikes and four riders made their way to Deridder, LA for the Mudbug rally.  The weather was nice 

and we had a good time at the rally.  The mudbugs were a little on the small side, but Bobôs second 

helping looked much better than the first serving. 

 

We did a little bidding on the silent auction items, but we didnôt bid quite enough to win any of the 

items.  I did win a small gorilla, that has become friends with Rally the bear, and he now rides on the 

back of our Goldwing. 

 

Sharon had won a $30 gift certificate to the Nifty Fifityôs shop so we went there after the rally ended.  I 

had to include a few pictures of the shop, just to entice a few more to ride to Deridder next year for a 

little shopping excursion after the rally. 

 

 

 


