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NEWS FROM THE ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTORS

Steve & Linda Seligman
Chapter N2
Humble, TX

I am sure you

have heard a

lot about the

first Chapter

N2 cruise to

M e x i c o .

Linda and I

happened to

be among the group of 24 who set sale on October

31...yes, Halloween.  It is funny that when we began

talking about the cruise, we all decide we would

just wear masks--no one was interested in dressing

up.  Who needs the extra weight in their suitcases?

Then about three weeks before the cruise, we got

an email from Shirley Rodger informing us about

the bumblebee costumes she and Brad had found.

The email also included Brad and Shirley modeling

the costumes.  Well, the buzz was on to find the

costumes.  By the time we left for the cruise, all 18

members from the chapter plus Carolyn and Bubba

Tice from Chapter Z had their costumes.  I have

never heard so much talk and excitement about

putting on costumes and buzzing around the ship.

As in Chapter N2 fashion, we were selected for

the costume contest.  We did not win, but had a

great time buzzing around and taking pictures with

other shipmates.  The rest of the cruise was great

fun.  Hopefully, next time all of the chapter will

get to go along.

Before we close, Linda I would like to wish you

all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

XEROX IS DOING SOMETHING COOL
                                                              (Submitted by Mark S.)

On behalf of all of the other military men and women who are deployed overseas, I hope that you will

take a minute to do this.

If you go to this web site, www.LetsSayThanks.com,  you can pick out a thank you card and Xerox will

print it and it will be sent to a soldier that is currently serving in Iraq . You can’t pick out who gets it, but

it will go to a member of the armed services.

How AMAZING it would be, if we could get everyone we know to send one!!!

It is FREE and it only takes just 10 seconds.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful, if the soldiers received a bunch of these?  Whether you are for or against the

war, our soldiers over there need to know we are behind them.

It’s a wonderful way to say thank you.  Please take the time and please pass this opportunity on for

others to do as well.

We can never say enough thank you’s.  Thanks for taking to time to support our military!
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FROM 2009 COUPLE OF THE YEAR CORNER

Mark & Robin Smith

Here it is already,

December, the last

month of the year and

the last month that

Robin and I get to be

N2’s Couple of the Year.

It’s hard to believe it has

been a year, since we were given the honor. It seems

like it was just yesterday that we were in Kerrville,

getting our medallions from the Flemings.  But now

the time has come for us to step down and give the

opportunity to a lucky new couple.  It will be Robin

and I in Killeen giving the new Couple of the Year

their medallions.  I can’t wait!

We would like to take this time to thank each and every

one of you for the support you have given us throughout

the year.  We could not have done some of the events

without the Chapter behind us.  We would also like to

take the opportunity to personally thank some people,

Mike & Robin Thacker, Steve & Linda Seligman, Steve

& Billie Fleming, and Ricky & Karen Frazier for their

personal guidance and support.  Each one of them

helped us bring our ideas to reality.  If we needed help

with anything, they were there for us as we will be for

the new couple.

We look forward to the new ideas that the new Couple

of the Year will bring with their reign.  We hope the

Chapter will support them the way they supported us.

Our reign as Couple of the Year might end, but our

participation will not.  So we hope to see you at the

Christmas Party--be sure to bring your decorated house

shoes and crazy hats.  Robin and I judging will be our

last official duty as your Couple of the Year.  (BRIBES

WELCOME) HA HA.

We have thoroughly enjoyed representing Chapter N2.

I can’t tell you how proud I am to be a part of Chapter

N2.  As the year ends, we look back on all the fun we

had and memories that were made.  We have met some

new friends and lost some old ones along the way.  But

all will be remembered in our hearts.

Along with getting a new Couple of the Year, there

will be a lot of changes happening.  The Thackers will

be leaving as Chapter Directors and becoming JAMs

(just a member) and at the same time the Seligmans

will be stepping up to become the new Chapter

Directors.  So as a Chapter, I hope everyone gets behind

our new leaders and staff and give them some great

ideas for rides and fellowship.  I know that Robin and

I will be trying to fit in some fun, hope everyone joins

us.  So until we meet again, Ride Safe and Take Care.

Our Deepest Sympathy...To the

family of Sandy Hannon who lost her

brave fight with pancreatic cancer on

Saturday at 1:20 a.m.  Leo and her children were with

her along with other close family friends.  Sandy was

born in Detroit, Michigan, and would have celebrated

64 years on Christmas day. She was immediately

cremated after passing (a request on her part).  She

is survived by husband, Leo; daughter and son-in-

law, Monica & Eric Braune; and granddaughter, Piper

Braune.  Her memorial service will be held Saturday,

December 5, at the Living Way United Methodist

Church located at 17555 Highway 242 @ Old

Houston Road at 4:00 p.m.

Leo and Sandy met in March 1988 on a blind date.

Leo said that according to “the book” it was suggested

that couples meet in an area surrounded by other

individuals…for safety.  They chose to meet at the I-

Hop Restaurant in Humble.  What was originally

slated to be a 15-minute chat over coffee lasted about

three hours.  They were together for 21 years and

married for 15.

Sandy loved her family and friends and enjoyed

traveling when time and money allowed.  She spent

many years employed by Northeast Hospital as a LVN,

until she was forced into early retirement (hospital

cutting expenses).  Leo plans to honor Sandy by

scattering her ashes at a later date (possibly in the

Hill Country).  He also plans to visit a few of their

favorite hangouts that Sandy didn’t get to revisit due

to her illness.

She will be greatly missed!  Please keep the family in

your prayers.  Cards may be sent to Leo at 18446

Hollow Oaks Circle, Porter, TX 77365.
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RIDER EDUCATION

Jim Hartley
Chapter N2 Rider Educator

Humble, TX

I’ve been guilty of the following and will try not to

be doing it anymore.

When you stop at a service station, shut off your

engine, remove your helmet, and get both you and

your passenger off the motorcycle!  Why you ask?

Because your gas tank is located right above your

hot engine!  If you should happen to spill any

gasoline, it’s probably going down to where it’s

hot.  HOT  ENGINE + GASOLINE = A REAL

GOOD  CHANCE  FOR  FIRE!  Also if you spill

any of it on your clothes, it will irritate your skin,

even if it does not catch fire.  If you are sitting on

the bike with your co-rider behind you, how do

both of you get off the bike and out of the danger

area?  If you should happen to spill fuel on your

clothes, do not walk around, because static

electricity can be generated, which is not a good

thing!  Have someone get some water and soak

you down, then get out of those clothes as soon as

possible.  Remember gasoline is looking for a way

to ignite!  Be safe around it.



 2009 Chapter N2 Page 7

I was going through the Chapter Newsletters that I have

and the earliest was dated July 1992.  That’s right, this

was the first chapter meeting that Tommy and I

attended.  The newsletter was called “The Golden

“N”ugett” and the chapter staff consisted of:

Area Representative - Bill Burgess

Assistant Area Representative - Travis Skinner

Correspondence Secretary - CB Burgess

Secretary Treasurer - Carol Fleming

Newsletter Editor - CB Burgess

Meeting Coordinator - Ronnie Barnette

Rider Education Coordinator - Richard Dozier

Ways & Means - Diane Dozier

Special Awards Coordinator - Richard & Michelle

Conklin

Scrapbook - Kathryn Walker

This was when Area Reps/Assist Area Reps were the

leaders of the chapters.

Some of you have heard of the names on the list, while

some of us remember the rides and all of the good times

we all had together.  While I was going through the

newsletter, I read the following column that was written

by Don Langfeld in the August 1992 newsletter.

Another name that some of you remember well.

Steaks in Somerville By Don Langfeld

After a hot afternoon’s ride from Kingwood to

Somerville, 22 Wing Riders stopped at the Country

Inn--our destination for this mid-July Dinner Run.

We enjoyed the usual comraderie, joshing and bantering

that goes into making a successful run.  The food was

unbelievable.  Great tasting, gargantuan in size, and

reasonably priced.  Service was relatively fast and

Texas friendly.  All combining to make this ride high

on my “Let’s do it Again” list!!!

We left Somerville just as darkness was beginning to

settled in; 12 bikes in two staggered columns, 6 bikes

to a group.  We soon cleared the swarms of gnats and

turned onto FM 390 (posted as a scenic route).  But,

fear not, for even in darkness the ride home was a

sensual experience.

We switched to a single-file column and rode in the

light of an almost full moon.  It has been said that when

you ride a motorcycle, you do not simply “see” the

scenery, you rather experience it to the point that you

actually become a part of it.  You are, in fact, one with

nature.

The silver face of the moon kept playing hide-and-seek

as the night clouds floated past on their slow, lazy

journey.  The Old Man changed position in the sky as

he advanced and fell back, while we gently traversed

the curving roads and swayed up and down the bobbing

hills.  The heat of the day had diminished and we were

now refreshed by the cool night air as we smoothly

rode along.

I became aware of a number of transient odors, some

vanishing as quickly as they had appeared while others

lingered on:  the sweet smell of clover growing in the

fields; the invigorating aroma of new-mown hay; the

pungent crispness of a wood-burning fire; and an

occasional country “Pole-Cat.”

The trees seemed to come to life as the headlight of

each bike caught the encroaching branches making

them dapple and dance, then move past again

immersing them in only moonlight.  It almost seemed

as if each tree (longing for the freedom to travel, yet

rooted in immobility) was waving “Farewell and Bon

Voyage” as one bike after another passed beneath their

arching branches.

We reached a long, gradual curve which moved uphill

and to the left.  I glanced back and viewed a string of

evenly spaced headlights spread across the lengthy

expanse of velvet darkness.  I was immediately

reminded of Dorcey’s 1940’s hit song “String of

Pearls.”

My senses are constantly tantalized by the various

experiences of each ride.  I try to remain receptive

enough to accept them, for they make each ride a unique

and memorable occasion.

GOOD FOOD...GOOD FRIENDS...GOLDWINGS...

GOD IS IN HIS HEAVEN AND ALL IS RIGHT WITH

THE WORLD.  HAPPY RIDING!! AND

THANKS…FOR THE MEMORIES.

Until next time,

Carolyn Thomsen, Chapter Historian

History in the Making 1992 Style
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Wow...who knew that cruises could be so much
fun?  This was not our first trip, but it was the first
time we were able to go with so many friends at
the same time.  Billie and I were able to go on this
ship last year with our daughter, her husband, and
a couple of our cousins.  We had a blast with them
but it was a whole different experience with so
many of our friends sharing this same adventure.
Everyone I have spoken with has shared that they
had a great time.

Leaving on Halloween made this even more spe-
cial and 20 of our group all had bee costumes.  We
swarmed the ship in them.  We drew attention ev-
erywhere we went, especially the karaoke bar.  With
nerves of steel, and the courage of a few libations,
I sang a Frank Sinatra song with the assistance of
my hive mates.  It really was all the buzz and the
side effects of two double Manhattans are never
more abundantly clear than when you get some-
one like me to sing in front of a crowd.

Wee Bee Cruzin’
Steve & Billie Fleming
Couple of the Year ‘08

The nightly feasts were sumptuous and always
highlighted by the company of good friends.


