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Chapter N2 Staff — 2009

Chapter Director
Mike & Robin Thacker
281-686-8892
rmwerone@yahoo.com

Assistant Chapter Director
Steve & Linda Seligman
713-305-0225
swselig@gmail.com

Treasurer

Robin Smith
832-434-2991
fordfanatics@gmail.com

Ride Coordinators

Randy Rainwater 281-360-4577
ranrainwater@embargmail.com
Mike Thacker 281-686-8892
rmwerone@yahoo.com

Ways N Means

Randy & Sharon Rainwater
281-360-4577

rrainwater @embargmail.com
rainwatersharon@yahoo.com

Meeting Coordinator
Steve Seligman
713-305-0225
swselig@gmail.com

Media Coordinators
Mark and Robin Smith
713-291-6118
fordfanatics@gmail.com

2009 Couple of the Year
Mark and Robin Smith
713-291-6118
fordfanatics@gmail.com
MED Coordinators
Ricky & Karen Frazier
281-615-4386
karenf@nctv.com
Ricky@nctv.com

Sunshine Couple

Marty & Donna Uphoff
281-794-9900
hunter1173@hotmail.com
dmh5514@hotmail.com

Chapter Educator/MAD Coordinators
Jim Hartley

823-348-9534
Jimhartley2004@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor
Linda Seligman
281-844-6207
Isselig@gmail.com

Phone Tree Coordinator
Shirley Rodger
281-441-7084
shirleyrodger@comcast.net

Events Coordinators
Steve & Billie Fleming
281-355-8087
Fleming49@yahoo.com
Bfleming@yahoo.com

Scrapbook Coordinator
Karen Frazier
281-615-1365
karenf@nctv.com

Web Master

Brad Rodger
281-441-7084
bradrodger@comcast.net

Camping Coordinators
Rex & Ann Nix
713-697-7692
rexnix@hotmail.com

Website
www.gwrra-n2-humbletx.com
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News from the Chapter Director

It s the first of August and Wing Ding is ove
Des Moines lowa next year for Wing Ding 32. We had a blast traveling to Wing Ding this year and we

had fun traveling around the states after Wing Ding, too.

We took off on a Saturday morning with Randy
hot and we all were looking forward to doing some riding. By the time we got out Texas it was 103

degrees. Randy and Sharon lead us into the east side of Oklahoma, after riding about 389 miles we

arrived in Poteau Oklahoma.

Sunday we rode 161 miles to the Crater of Diamond field to search for diamonds. That was a funny
sight because just as we arrived there, it began to rain really hard and the field was muddy and slippery.
We were told that just before the rain the dirt was 110 degrees and after the rain it was 89 degrees.
Hummm dry and HOT or wet and cool. We were kind of glad it rained.

From there we rode another 60 mile and stopped at Hot Springs Arkansas. Monday morning we rode
200 miles to Eureka Springs Arkansas were we stayed for two days. Talk about some beautiful country
and nice riding roads. Matt said that Arkansas was the prettiest state that he has ridden through.

As we traveled through Oklahoma, we saw a lot of wild life. We rode around a curve and saw a brown
bear and her little black cub.

We had made a gas stop in Noel Arkansas where | picked up a Co-Rider that Robin had to have. Sharon
began to call the little critter Noel, since that is where he came from. So that is what we call him.

Noel is an Armadillo that stands on his hind legs about fifteen inches tall. He has two six shooters, one
on each side, a cowboy hat on, and star badge and a star belt buckle. He rode on my back seat for the
next few hundred miles. 1tell you I had a lot of people looking and pointing at my passenger. Noel now
sits on our fireplace at home.

We arrived in Tulsa Oklahoma for the Wing Ding on Wednesday after riding 164 miles. We met up
with Rex and Ann Nix, Dolly Ard, John English. We also found out that Jerry Barnett had ridden his
motorcycle to Wing Ding. Sunday morning Robin, Matt and | stayed for the closing Ceremony while
the rest of the group began their trip home.

After closing ceremony Robin, Matt and | rode to Dodge City Kansas. We arrived around 9:30 PM and
met up with Steve and Billie Fleming and Steve and Linda Seligman.

Monday morning we rode to Colorado Springs and rode the Cog Railway up to Pikes Peak. It was 8.9
miles to the top. The round trip last about three hours. Due to the 14,115 foot summit we did not stay up
there very long. Those high attitudes have some really weird effects on people that are not used to it.

We left there and rode to Royal Gorge where two in our group strapped on a harness and was swung out
over the 1,200 foot Gorge on a Sky coaster that was 100 foot high.

l " m not going to say who it \vhapslleddharipcordendtheg s s c
began their journey. His mother was holding on to his arm tightly as they dropped straight down until
the cable grabbed hold and swung them out over the very big hole in the ground. | believe Steve
Fleming will be posting all the pictures that he took.

While leaving the parking lot, | found that | had picked up a wire cable somewhere that had punctured
my overflow tank for the coolant; it was scrapping the ground when | moved. With the help of Steve
Fleming and his J.B. Weld we patched it up and were on our way.



We stayed one more night in Colorado at South Fork at the really nice little ski lodge called Ute Bluff
Lodge. They didn’t even have an air conditio
about 50 degrees.

That all changed when we rode into New Mexico, it began to get very warm. We stayed in Rio Rancho

N.M.

We rode to Carlsbad N.M. where we stayed at the hotel and in the pool to cool off. We pulled out early

Friday morning for San Angelo. | remembered a steak house that | was taken to many years ago in

Lowake TX. Where you got to pick the steak out of a cooler that you wanted cooked for you. We found

the phone number and called to see what time they began to serve lunch. We rode about 25 miles

southeast of San Angelo to eat at this little steak house called Lowake Steak House that is in the middle

of a cotton field, there was one other building in town and that was a Post Office.

Our last stop of the trip was in Fredericksburg TX. Of course we hit the shops in town and we had to

repack the trailer with all the things that Robin bought on this trip. A big thanks to Randy and Sharon for
hauling some of her things back home from Wing Ding. Next year | think UPS will deliver.
ThiswasMatt’' s first | ong distance trip. After 3!
him another type of seat.

The most important part of the trip is that we all had a great time and made it home safely.

Mike and Robin Thacker-Master Tour Riders-6751 & 616
Chapter Directors N2
Humble TX
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Rider Education

These 10 strategies will be most effective at helping you get noticed by other drivers. Take a look at the tips, decide which ones
make the most sense to you, based on your riding experience and the type of riding you do, and adopt them into your riding style.
1. Fluorescent/Reflective Safety Vest

The most effective tool that a rider can use to increase visibility is a simple, reflective safety vest. The fluorescent color and retro-
reflective taping are hard to miss, both day and night. If you're serious about standing out in traffic, a vest will net you the most
visibility with the least amount of effort.

2. White Helmet

Another solid tool for making yourself visible to others is to wear a white helmet. A recent study in New Zealand found that riders
who wore a white helmet were 24 percent less likely to be involved in a multi-vehicle crash than riders who wore a black helmet.
3, Brightly Colored Jacket

For a rider's protection and visibility, a good jacket in a bright color such as red, orange, green, or yellow is a very smart choice. A
fluorescent color is even better, and if it has reflective material, you’ll be much, much easier to see in traffic both day and night.

4, Strategic Lane Positioning

If you choose not to wear brightly colored riding gear, or if you already do wear the gear and are looking for more ways to stand
out in traffic, careful positioning in traffic will do as much for your visibility as a high-viz jacket.

Motorcycles can disappear in traffic because they’re smaller and harder to spot among other, larger vehicles. Whether you wear
brightly colored gear or not, smart positioning is critical in making your presence known to other drivers. Understanding blind
spots, commercial vehicles, following distance, positioning for intersections, and positioning for merge areas are the keys to proper
positioning.

5. Headlight Modulation

An easy motorcycle modification to boost your frontal visibility—the area from 11:00 to 1:00 where most of your accident hazards
come from—is to add a headlight modulator to your bike. A headlight modulator "pulses" the headlight's intensity during the day-
time, rapidly alternating between high and low to draw attention to the motorcycle.

6. Flash Your Taillight

An easy way to make yourself more visible to traffic from the rear is to flash your taillight. Instead of just braking to slow or to
stop, squeeze the brake lever several times to alert other drivers before you begin to slow. This will raise awareness of both your
presence and your intentions and allow other drivers time to adjust.

7. Reflective Tape

Here is a great tip anyone who rides after dark: a cheap, easy, and fun way to dramatically increase your visibility is to use reflec-
tive materials on your helmet and/or bike to stand out at night. You can buy pre-designed kits with skulls, flames, or other designs,
or you can create your own custom set for your helmet or bike.

8. Movement

A moving object is more likely to draw another driver’s attention than a stationary one. But when you’re riding towards or away
from another driver, because you stay in the same general place in their field of vision, you may eventually "disappear” from view,
even though you are in plain sight.

9, Auxiliary Driving Lights

Most riders add auxiliary driving lights or fog lights to their motorcycle to help them see the road and shoulders at night or in bad
weather. But a terrific fringe benefit is that auxiliary lights can make you more noticeable to other drivers. The relatively unique
triangular light setup is very rare (except near railroad tracks!) and may help get you noticed.

10. Hand Signals

One simple, cheap way to make yourself more visible to other drivers is to use hand signals in addition to your bike’s turn signals.
Because traditional hand signals are so rare in traffic, they tend to get noticed by other drivers.

Ride Alert, Ride Aware and RIDE SAFE
Jim Hartley

Chapter N2 Rider Educator

Humble, TX




Couple of the Year Corne

Good gracious, another month gone! It seems this year is going by faster and faster. July was a hot one

and no rides took place, but we were still able to get together and have some fun. We started the month

off with our regular breakfast get together at Humble City Café. Mark and | might mix it up this month

by picking somewhere different, so stay tuned to find out. Rex introduced a number of us to Greek food

at a dinner at Biba’s One’s A Meal on Westhei
for all of us. Mostly because of the company we were keeping. Thanks Rex for the good idea of

something different. I would love for someone else to come up with a different food experience for us to

try. Put your thinking caps on! We had game night as usual but on a different weekend than normal.

Some of the regulars were truly missed! (Thackers, Seligmans, Flournoys, Nixs and Flemings) Good

crowd and great fun!! We even had a new comer that Gary Young invited. His name was Lloyd Dodson

and I do believe he had a blast. Hedefini t el y f it right i n. I f you he
nights we sure would love to see ya! If you missed the Glow in the Dark Putt Putt Golf, boy did you

miss a crazy time. We had about 17 people show up and it was a real sight to see a bunch of grown ups
trying to see in the dark and hit a Ilittle ba
group made it even more challenging by wearing 3-D glasses. Now that was funny!! | did good to see

the ball with just my regular glasses on. The group was going to have a shoot out in a room with nerf

ball cannons, but we couldn’t get the kids to
place because of kids. LOL! After a hard day at golfing we went down the streetandat e at Hect
Mexican Restaurant. The food was really good and everyone seemed to get their tummies full. It will

definitely be a place I return to. Of course, we had the Chapter Dinner as usual. It was at Black Eyed Pea

and we had a nice crowd. We ran into some friends from Chapter D, Mike and Nancy Morgan. They use

to be the Chapter Directors, but are getting ready to move. They will be missed. As we look forward to

the fun we will have in August, pl easerywnetobeme mb
safe. If you choose to ride, remember to hydrate, hydrate, hydrate!! In the coming month, things will be
planned so that we can meet and have as much fun if not more than if we were riding. All we can do is

pray for cooler weather so that we can once again mount up and have our knees in the wind. | know that

| don’t ride a bike and am just a passenger,
and join us in our adventures. Looking forward to another month of good times and great friends.

Until we meet again..... be safe and take care.

Mark and Robin Smith
2009 Couple of the Year
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Remember — see if you can find your GWRRA number in the newsletter — Let Mike Thacker know and

Did you find your GWRRA number???? Keep looking!!!!

2009 Chapter Dinner hosts

January Mark & Robin Smith July David & Brenda Sandborn
February Oliver & Rita Rathmann August Steve & Linda Seligman
March Paul & Mari Rich September  Randy & Anna Carroll
April Jeff & Darla Ingram October Randy Talbutt

May Steve & Billie Fleming November  JR

June Donald & May Noel December Gary & Stormy Young

The chapter is planning a 5 day cruise from Galveston to Cozumel from October 311 November 5. The
cost is about $319 per person. If you are interested in the details please contact Billie Fleming.

Upcoming Region/District events:

September 12, 2009 Chapter R 12" Annual Rally

October 3, 2009 Chapter T Rally, Killeen

October 31, 2009 Texas District Education Weekend, Marshall, TX
May 6, 7 & 8, 2010 Texas District Rally in Killeen, TX



A word from the Assistant Chapter Director

Linda and I jut returned from a w e e katagon with Billie and Steve Fleming, Mike and Robin Thacker
and Matt Taylor. We spent a day in Oklahoma City. It was an amazing day. We visited the Oklahoma
City National Memorial which is the sight of the Alfred P Murray Federal Building that was bombed in
1995. It is an amazing place. You stand on the street outside the memorial and hear all the noise of
cars, people and just the normal city noise. Once you walk through the Gates of Time all noise stops.
The memorial itself is very quiet and somber. It is not a painful quite but a very calm and serene quiet.
The Memorial Chairs that represent the victims —young and old — are very impressive. | remember the
day of the bombing — April 19, 1995. Linda and | were on vacation and living in Rosharon. Linda was
washing clothes and | was working on the back deck of the house. Once Linda told me of the bombing
the tools went down and we were glued to the television. Life was changed for ever. Linda and I had
been talking about visiting Oklahoma City for a few years now and are glad we finally took the time. |
recommend everyone take time to visit and to remember.

Steve and Linda Seligman
Master Tour Ride 6747 & Master Tour Co-rider 6748
Assistant Chapter Directors N2
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Motorcycle wisdom of the road

e Midnight bugs taste best.

e Saddlebags can never hol d evehngyuneehg you
* Home i s where your bike sits still | ong
e The only good view of a thunderstorm i s
 Bikes don't | eak oil, they mark their te
* Never mi st abtaginglpowwersepower for

e | f you don-'yaudontiridke i n the rain

* A bike on the road is worth two in the s
* Young riders pick a destination and go.
e A good mechanic wil!| | etitt you watch witho
e Sometimes the fastest way to get there i
e Winter is Nature's way of telling you to
»  Wieaindd reflexes are quicker than luck.

e The best alarm clock is sunshine on chro

e A friend i stousobbedatd?aneto dnve bis pickup toghe middle of nowhere.

e There's something ugly about a NEW bike
e Practice wrenching on your own bike.

* Never be ashamed to unlearn an ol d habit
e Maintenance is as much art as it is scie
ybufride like there's no tomorrow - there won't be.

G-haised riders don't get that way from pure luck

There are drunk riders. There are ol d ri
* No matter what marquee you ride, it's al
O nBikgr knaws why a dog sticks his head out of a car window

Thank you to all that have provided me with recipes. | am still collecting!!! If you have any great
recipes???? We are getting close to going to press on our cookbook. We have collected about 206
recipes. At the August meeting we will select a cover and decide how many books to order. Think
about how many books you want and we will place the order. Thanks for all the support
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Texas District Staff

Ken & Barbie Peterson
District Directors

Michael & Suzanne Elrod
District Educator

Dieter Meyer
Chief Advisor

Website: http://www.gwrra-tx.org/

Harry & Joan Dollarhide
Region H Director

Dale & Susan Wingrove

Region H Trainers

Bill & Jennie McBride
Motorist Awareness
Division Coordinators

website: http://reqgion-h.org/

Fred & Mandy Mew
Assistant District Directors

Collen Campbell
Assistant District Educator

Carolyn Barton
Membership Enhancement
Coordinator

Don & Linda Holley
2009 Couple of the Year

Region H Staff

Ed & Ann Nahl
Region H Treasurer

John & Lydia Bourg
Region H Educator

Bill Tucker
MFA Trainer

10

Pamela Meyer
District Treasurer/Newsletter Editor

Lynn & Mark Heene
District Trainer

Larry Colson
MFA Trainer

John & Lena Bryant
MED Coordinators

John & Lydia Bourg
Region H Webmaster
& Newsletter

Fred & Mandy Mew
Region H Couple of the Year
2009-2010
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August 2009

GWRRA CHAPTER N2

HUMBLE, TEXAS

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
Michael Elrod
birthday
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Breakfast at Game Night | Chapter |
Los Cucos 6 pm (Marshall)
23730 Hwy American Rally 6 am
59, Kingwood Legion Hal Flying J Prefed
9:00 am (Thacker)
F3
Gary Rabalais
birthday
Steve & Linda
Seligman
anniversary
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Chapter Movie at Movie
a Dinner 7 PM Tavern - TBA
Randy & Sharon Chi i’ s %}
Rainwater 20070 Hwy g
anniversary 59, Humble Gary Sandborn
birthday
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
@ 6:00 PM
352 3. Chapter
Donna Uphoff Meeting -
birthday American
Legion Hall
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
@ Bingo at
g;i) S Humble
Carolyn Thomsen Bingo 210 1°7
birthday StW -6pm
30 31
Don Withrow
birthday
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September 2009

GWRRA CHAPTER N2

', \ HUMBLE, TEXAS
sun Mon Tue Wed Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Game Night
6 pm
American
Legion Hal
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Breakfast at Labor Day
Humble City
Café 9:00 am
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Chapter
Dinner 7 PM
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Atros Game 6:00 PM
7:05 Chapter
Meeting —
American
Legion Hall
27 28 29 30
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N2 Appasrel

Yellowl/black polo shirts with logo

GreyT shirts with logo:
f lfl 0 :.

I_(mr]
Yellow T-shirts with logo:
Short sleeve $10.00

Black denim vests $25.00

Contact Eandy or Sharon Ranrvarater

- $25 .00

cﬁrome, Safety, Convenience and Maintenance items

713-983-8700 or 866-983-8701

17352 Northwest Freeway, Houston, TX 77040
10:00AM - 6:00PM Monday - Friday / 12:00PM - 5:00PM Saturday / Closed Sunday

www.texascyclechrome.com
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WILD WEST HONDA

22515 KATY FRWY.
KATY, TX. 77450

SALES: 281.392 8850
SERVICE: 281.3928940

BOB LUNSFORD’S

Northwest Honda
HONDA R

YOUR ONE STOP HONDA SHOP

SALES (281)447-3476
PARTS & ACCESSORIES (281)447-6337
SERVICE (281)447-0316

10102 NORTH FREEWAY, [-45 AT WEST
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nieusion

Honda of Houston offers great prices on tires and tire instal-
lation. Why pay more?

For 2007 Honda of Houston has an
expanded selection of Goldwings in stock.

._‘));’i

Heated seats Heated grips Premium audio =
New for 2007 GpPS "kg Warm air vents II@D

Monday - Friday - 9:00 am to 7:00 pm
Now open Mondays Saturday - 9:00 am tO 6:00 pm Now open Mondays
Service opens at 8:00 am Monday - Saturday

12655 West Road o Beltway 8
Houston, TX 77041 "N 290
281-506-1388 £ L.@

- a full line of parts, accessories, and
gear for you and your Goldwing.
ryour Rider Rewards Card and receive discounts all year long.
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N7/

Pasadena
Honda

POLARIS

Honda Gold Wings
and Accessories!

New Owners! Travel In Style With
New Attitude!

Bushtec Trailers

2901 Spencer Hwy.
www.pasadenahonda.com

713-941-5920
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