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News from the Chapter Director

Wow, the year is going by fast with the third month of the year already upon us. We would like to than
Donna and Marty for opening up their home for the Super Bow! Bartlje first day of the month.

On the first weekend of the month we rode to
leaving we ran into Chapter J and other motorcycle riders who advised us that they rode there to eat
because they read alidhe place in the Texas Monthly Magazine. That was pretty cool.

We believe that everyone had a great time at
Porter. Mark and Robin were great hosts as their first job as Couple of the year.

Forthe e of you that dondt know Mark Smith is no:
on the 14. He had seven people take the class and pass. Must be a good teacher.

Thanks to Randy and Sharon for leading a Mystery Ride on Presidengm®&}fiver and Rita for

picking a Restaurant for the Chapter Dinner. OntieN2ar k and Robin | ead a ¢
to get our bikes blessed, then they lead us to Humble City Café for breakfast. Yum Yum good.
February was a busy and fun month.

With the riding season here, we will be getting a Maintenance Day together to get all the bikes looked
over. | know | was already informed that | needed a new rear tire, so | got one for my birthday.

This year the Regi on H wikhalTEAWM thense arid lwié be iinBlarshall. The o
theme dress is anything sports related, from a cap to a full sports outfit. Wear your favorite professions
or college team or player. We wi T(Thurb) and toeig v i n
back on March 2% (Sun) There are several hotels and camp sites to choose from.

Louisianads District Rally is called fAiWings o
April 16™ 17" and 18 2009. The host hotel is the Holiday Inn Resort at 2032 EvEngeline Thwy.

Donét forget the Texas District Rally in Amar
The rally is May 14, 15, and €009 Amarillo Civic Center and the Glob&ws Center, 401 S

Buchanan St. evdmtiissa ride ent®@ PadoDurg @aryon aspecial preview of the Musical
Drama OTEXASO. This will be held on Friday M

RIDE FOR KIDS will be at the Humble Civic Center this year. 8233 will Clayton PwkywilVée
getting with everyone about the Training Seminar to work registration and premiums. Lets see what
Texas can do for those wonderful kids.

There is a lot of rides coming up so lets get those bikes in tip top shape
Mike and Robin ThackeMaster Tou Riders6751 & 616

Chapter Directors N2
Humble TX
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Rider Education

Tar Snakes

There you are, riding down the highway, maintaining a good scan, ever alert and practicing SIPDE or
SEE and you observe the road aheladboks like the floor of thenap room in the Indiana Jones film
Raiders of the Lost ArkYou think, are those snakes on the roas?the temperature climbs they

appear to move and slitheY.ou think to yourself, not wanting to alarm yourider of course, what if
there are snakeup aheadDo | stop and wait forthemtocros$fo, it 6s a hot day
sunning themselves on the t ar manmnm. &lnmu themoored wil mo
they attempt to strikeMmmm, hmmm.If | keep going and do ruthem over they will make a slippery,
gooey mess on the bike and the ro¥dit, if the tires slip and the bike goes down, not only is there a
possibility that my ceider and | might be hurt, | could damage the bike; oh no, think of all those
chrome accssories that were just put okVorse yet, if we go down in the middle of the mess, we will

be eye to eye with some very aggravated reptiles. Not geodas you contemplate these options and
scenarios, which is good by the way, you are getting cloghetbazard.You now notice that the
snakes are not real at all; but a metYowletoubaf r
sigh of relief and continue on satisfied that there is no damggeyou cross the area the tires slip and

the bike goes downBummer. What happened?

Let 6s anal yze Frdhandgforémodt, tyou weresem@ayigra st@tegy to stay out of
troubl e. [Fyoaaretagradyatecobithe!MSF Rider Course Riding and Street Skills
(MRC:RSS) ortook the Experienced Rider Course (ERC) several years ago, you were probably using
the memory aid ASIPDEO, which st and #yofhavetakea a r
Basic Rider Course (BRC) or the new version of the ERC, youwerg usihnSEE0, Sear ch,
Execute.Both work and do the same thin§o what went wrong®ell, youstoppedevaluating! Real
snakes can be unnerving and they could cause you to collide with the road d8daces and

raccoons will do thisalsoWh at you s aw weéeheee inSidicas hazardsdik i vgaid for the
unsuspecting motorcycle ride¥hat are they really¥ell, Road Crews use a petroleum based filler
material that has some elastic qualities to repair cracks in the road surfagespread this on in

heated, liquid form to fill in the cracks'he material fills the void created by the crack and binds to
either side of the road surfac&he elastic properties are required for flexibility as the road surface
moves and or heassd cools.During colder temperatures the material will be fairly hakd.the
temperature climbs the material softehsf you ri de over the tar snak
or squirm and if the patch is wide enough could even lose traatidslide out.This would be a bad

thing. There was a safety article several years ago regarding Tar Srakdsr on a large touring
motorcycle entered the highway and encountered a fairly wide tar snake or paicd he was
accelerating when hathihe goo the tires lost traction very easily and the bike went ddle.problem

was that he was accelerating to avoid the 18 Wheeler approaching from bataihgou can guess the
rest. This precipitated changes in how this material is appliedetodhd surfaceCrews no longer

apply the repair product in wide applicatiorihe fills are fairly thin less that2 inches but are still

very hazardousDid | mention they are also slippery when wef@s, there are a lot of things to

evaluate here.

So, how do we beat the insidious and evil Tar Snaki@® easy answer is to avoid them if possitée

know that avoidance is not always a solution, so try and cross them so that you minimize the time the
tires are actually on top of them, just likelm@ad tracks (another subjecttross over them quickly;
however, do not make any abrupt moves (acceleration, hard braking, turns etc.) if at all possible and d
not ride along their lengthThis way you will minimize the tire squirm, reduce possiblppsEige

situations, feel more control of the bike and be exposed to this road hazard for as little time as possible
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The most important tool you have in your tank bag is the str&E@y It is of little benefit; however, if

it is not exercisedPracti@ your strategy during every rid@ractice when you are driving your feur
wheeler. Play the whatf game all the time: on the bike, in the car, sitting at home in the recliner,
basically any time you carilhe more you visualize hazards and think ofsgae responses, the faster

you will recognize hazards as they appear and the quicker you will be able to perform the proper actio
communicate, change speed or change directind.l mention that those are the only three actions you
can do in response&nother subject, another newsletter.

Ride Alert, Ride Aware, and RIDE SAFE
Jim Hartley

Chapter NRider Educator
Humble, Texas

Ride for Kidbés registrati on anldursgay ApriR3viah¥ pmr ai n
FMC is located at 1777 Gears Roablake Beltway 8 Wst, take the Ella Rd exit, go about 2 miles to
TC Jester. Take a right on TC Jester and then a right in Gears Rd. FMC will be on the left.

The chapter is planning a cruise from Galveston ta@hel fromOctober 220 October 25. The cost is
about $900 per couple. If you are interested in the details please contact Billie Fleming.

Dondét forget about t he Chvameedeverydheshplp vathiemhs t h e
associated with fishing (taek, maps of | akes, DV Do putin thenbgskel i n g
The April Chapter meeting will be our last chance to gather items. Thetgeailar labeledBasket
funddfor anyone that would like to just donate mon&yl help and suggestiorare very much
appreciated

153593
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Couple of the Year Cor
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Donétavlie Home Wit hout | t é é.

Above is a saying that has been used for all sorts of items, but to me it will definitely be about the
GWRRA Gold Book. This precious book is a linkstmme very special people. | am not only going to
make sure it is on our bike on every trip, but | plan on putting one in my car and truck also. You hear a
all the rallies about GWRRA being a big family but | was always, yeayht. | never thought that
complete stranger would come to the &yd of so
impression is totally different nowl. have personal knowledge that the Gold Book is just a list of my
new extended family, my GWRRA familyhursday | had the gortunity to get my Gold Book and

call on one of those family members. Someone | had never spoken te inefay life.l called them for

help on getting a motorcycle belonging to a dear friend out of the middle of the freeway after an
accident. The bike as unrideable and needed to be taken to safety on a trailer. We were outside of
Lufkin on 59 and | got the book out and thumbed through the pages until | found Lufkin. | called the
first person on the list, Marvin Boch, and he answered after about thi@@rtimmediately told him

that | got his name from the GWRRA Gold Book and was in need of assistance. | informed him | was
from Chapter N2 in Humble Texas and had a rider go down and needed his bike moved. | asked if he
could help because in the Golddoit showed he had a trailer that would fit a motorcycle and also
asked him if he couldndédt did he know anyone t
already hooked up to his truck and he nebitwl d b
say yes. It was if | had just asked my best friend to come over and help me with something. When he
arrived he got out of his truck and shook my hand and we proceeded to discuss our plan of action. He
never batted an eye or gave a second thaodbing there to help. I truly believe that if | was

somewhere else, and needed assistance, that the Gold Book would once again produce an angel to h
This book is well worth its weight in gold. When recruiting a new GWRRA member, the Gold Book
shouldbe highlighted as the one of the best parts of your GWRRA membership. | hope to never have
use the GWRRA Gold Book again, but if | do | now feel comfortable that someone in my new family
will be there to help. So, please make sure that you neverdeaérip without having your Gold Book
with you. Believe me, itobs a Tipweenetegain.f equi pme

Till we meet again,

Mark and Robin Smith
2009 Couple of the Year N2
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N2 Brag Book

Carolyn Thomsen is the proud owner of a new
2008 1800 Goldwing. The color of the bike is
black cherry.

Mark Smith won the title of Youngest Rider at
the 2009 Reign H Rally in Marshall, Texas.
Mark also won this award in 2007.

Robin Thacker won®iPrize in theDpen
Classdivision in the 2009 Region H
Bike Show

Rex and Ann Nix are the proud owners
of a new Roadsmith t
artide in this newsletter.

Did you find your GWRRA number???? Keep looking!!!!
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New Member in the Nix Family
Submitted by Rex Nix

For a few years now Rex & Ann have been hoping that there would be a special event in their famil
They have worked hard to k®it happen and after several trips to various offices and discussing their
concerns and needs to the people that had the skills and know how to help them achieve their goal, t
are the proud parents of triplets. It has taken a lot of hard work andrm@abut they are now the proud
owners of Wehya.

The Wolf (wahya or waya)

To Native Americans, the wolf is a powerful spiritual symbol. They are considered to be teachel
or pathfinders. The wolf star was red, an esteemed color, associated witblfthey all tribes. Also
known as Sirius, it is the brightest star in the Northern Sky. The Milky Way was the wolithérailute
to heaven. In time, the wolf also became associated among the four seasons with summer, among
trees with the willow, andmong the great natural forces with the clouds.

The Indians respected the wolf's prowess as a hunter, his stamina, and the way he moved silently ac
the landscape. They were moved by his howling, which they sometimes regarded as talking with t
spint world. The wolf appears in many legends as a messenger, great long distance traveler and a gt
for anyone seeking the spirit world. He was the forerunner of new ideas who returned to the clan
teach and share medicine.

Wolf is the Grand teacher. \Was the sage, who after many winters upon the sacred path and seeking
the ways of wisdom, returns to share new knowledge with the tribe. Wolf is both the radical and tr
traditional in the same breath. When the Wolf walks by-yypau will remember.

The old ones tell us stories about our beginnings and of a time when human kind first came to live up
this Earth. It was Wolf who taught Humans the ways of living in harmony. It was Wolf who taught us
how to form community upon this Earth, for Wolves hawndntuitive knowledge of order through chaos
and they possess the ability to survive change, intact.

Wolf medicine is very ancient and born of living experience. Wolf will look deep into your heart and
share the greatest of knowledge, but will demaridpfarticipation, and absolute sincerity. When Wolf
has walked by you, the very presence of the wolf will rekindle old memories within your soul.

Through the friction of experience you rekindle the emotional fires of the inner soul and question tt
manfestations of your own consciousness. You can own a thing only when you have come to own tl
emotional experience of it, and realize the responsibility for its creation. Then you are free to continu
Wolf medicine can make you whole.

You will return to WoIf many times in your life as you complete and begin your cycles of experience
and seek the inner truth.




Region H Rally
Submitted by Ann Nix

Well, I finally got to go to the Region H Rally they hold each year in Marshall. We went updBlyur

night, which ended up being a good thing, as one of the groups coming up during the day had some
problems. | saw the email about Michael Elrod and sent it to Rex. Needless to say we were a bit
concerned as we were coming up 59 towards Lufkin and\Reted to stop to see if Michael was still

in the hospital. We stopped at the ChikA for dinner and found out that Michael had already been
discharged from the hospital and was still going to the Rally. Whew! We knew if he was going to the
rally, then things were not too bad.

Well, | have to say | really enjoyed thisraillf or b ei ng H&they suraad phach a lot aflstuffy

in. We took Friday and got everything done that we had plaintiesl painting to match the front, fix

R e x 6 sandget the GPS installed on the bike. We were planning to take the trike course Friday, but
found out that it was being jeld at the ETBU and not where we were. So, | got us registered on
Saturdayds course instead. doabiofshbppingi Reg oftobrset d
spent way more money that | did, but he was having me sign all the charges, until | caught on to what
was doing, Making me look like | spent all the moindyah!!! Like that would fool anyone.

Saturday we took theike course and let me tell yéuhat is one good course. This is my first road
course that | have taken and my hats are off to the instructors, They really put us through the paces ar
you know, Rex did not get away with anything. It was very inforveadind fun at the same time. They
kept telling us we were just having too much fun. But we sure were tired when we got finished and ba
to the rally.

Of course, then the best part of the day camich is when we get to hang out with our friends. All

our group hopped in their bikes and went to the Jefferson Hotel for dinner, what a great place. Good
food, atmosphere and friends. You candét ask
make a special road trip and stay at the JesfeHotel for a weekend. It sure was hard to come home
Sunday, but we have come home so we can go back out again!

Hope you days are full of sunshine

2009 Chapter Dinner hosts

January Mark & Robin Smith July David & Brenda Sandborn
February Oliver & Rita Rathmann August Steve & Linda Seligman
March Paul & Mari Rich September Randy & Anna Carroll
April Jeff & Darla Ingram October Randy Talbutt

May Steve & Billie Fleming November JR

June Donald & May Noel December Gary & Stormy Young



A word from the Assistant Chapter Director

There was a lot going on in March. We have a new suggetion box and we are trying to get new ideas
things to do. The first new event we started was the monthly game nght. We had 28lpmoplgi

which included 6 members of chapter M2. We played all types of gadm@sinoes, twister,

scattagories, jinga and bakgammon. As jut like any other GWRRA groepate!!! Everyone

brought a goody. There was cheese dip, ham for sandwiclo&ses,accupcakes, nuts , vegetaable trays
and all the other sinful foods. We were all having such a great time that It was very hard for us all to
stop playing at 10, clean up and go home. It was a success!!!'i Maakks for the suggestion. We

will continue to try and schedule monthly games nights. So bring your favorite game, good and come
join us for a great time. The next game night is Fridy MaWe also hd our first monthly breakfast at
Humble CityCafé We hadabout 16 people. We enjoyed the good food and good fellowslome C

join us on Sunday gil 8 at 9.

The nex big event for our chapter iywwdathee Ri de
Humble Civic Center. Come out and join the fun!!

Steve and Linda Seligman
Master Tour Ride 6747 & Master Tour @der 6748
Assistant Chapter Directoh2

Upcoming Region/District events

April 16, 17 & 18, 2009 Louisiana District RallyLafayette, LA

May 14, 15 & 16, 2009 Texas District Rally, Amarillo, TX

May 21, 22 & 23, 2009 Arkansas District Rally, RogeraR

July 27 5, 2009 Wing Ding 31 in Tulsa, Oklahoma

October 312009 Texas District Education Weekend, Marshall, TX

Have ary great recipes???? Chapter N2 is putting together a Chapter cook book $ellto help us
raise money for The Pediatric Brain Tumor Association. We will be allecting the recipes until
about August of this year and are planning to have the books completdy December. Send you
recipes to Linda Seligman atsselig@gmail.conor bring them to a chapter meeting
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Hurry!! Hurry!! Hurry!!

The Texas District Rider Education Division is holding their annual rafftee tickets are $10 a piece
and the winner will be drawn at the Texas District Rally in Amarillo. If you are interested in buying
tickets please contact Jim Hartley, Chapter N2 Rider Educator. The money is due to District in May 1.
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