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FROM 2009 COUPLE OF THE YEAR CORNER…
Mark & Robin Smith

The Dog Days of Summer Rally turned out to
be a “What a Weekend.”  There were 11 of us
that went with 7 bikes.  We started out at 6
a.m. on Saturday morning.  Our first stop was
Charlie’s in Goodrich for breakfast then off we
went again.  We got into Marshall around
10:30 a.m. and went straight to rallying.  This
rally turned out to be one for the girls.  I believe
they had more vendors for the girls than they
did the guys.  It was nice to see the change.
We had shirts, jewelry, jewelry, and more
jewelry.  It was a blast.  Not sure there was
any lady in our group that didn’t go home with
some new shiny bling bling.  I could go for
rallies like that every weekend.  The rally had
the usual 50/50 pot and grand prizes.  Chapter
I had six grand prizes and our chapter took
home 4 of them.  Mike Thacker and George
Stiech both won $100.00 cash, which pretty
much paid for their weekend.  Isn’t that nice!!
Mark Smith (my honey) won a motorcycle
jacket from H&W Honda.  It’s extremely nice
and fits like a glove.  I, myself, won a cordless
keyboard and mouse set.  I took it to the office
and it works great!!  Sure cleans up a desk
not to have all those cables everywhere.

Mike Thacker, Mark, and I donated blood to
the Carter Blood Bank while at the rally.  It felt
great to be able to help out.  Mike and I were
excited that we passed the pulse test the first

time.  We usually have to go and sit in the
corner by ourselves, before we can give blood.
I guess the excitement is too much for us.  Ha
Ha!  Of course, we got a free T-shirt for the
donation.  You can never have too many T-
shirts.

After the rally, we ventured down the road to
our home away from home in Marshall, The
Hampton Inn.  You would think that they would
know us by name now.  LOL!  Some of us hit
the pool and a few of us ventured over to
Louisiana to do a little gambling after the rally,
but the boys mostly wanted to go to the Prime
Rib/Crab Legs buffet.  Go figure…food was
involved.  We didn’t stay long and were back
in Marshall by 10:30 p.m. that night.  Lady
luck wasn’t playing well with others, but the
food was good.  We had two groups go out
the next morning headed home—the early
risers and the ones of us that wanted to sleep
in.  Everyone made it home safe and sound
but some of us were a little damper than
others.

Another rally down and another trip done, and
now we just wait for the next one.  I believe
that the next rally is Chapter R’s in September.
Hopefully, the weather will be cooler.  But as
long as the friends are the same, we’ll
manage.  Well until we meet again…be safe,
take care, and have fun.
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RIDER EDUCATION
Jim Hartley

Chapter N2 Rider Educator
Humble, TX

WHEN YOU HAVE CHANGES TO YOUR...
phone numbers (home/cell)/addresses/emails

Please email the new information to Brad or Shirley Rodger.
bradrodger@comcast.net

shirleyrodger@comcast.net

DATES TO REMEMBER...
9/12/2009 Chapter R 12th Annual Rally
10/3/2009 Chapter T Rally, Kileen, TX
10/17-18/2009 TX District Education Weekend, Marshall, TX
10/23-24/2009 Oklahoma District Rally, Muskogee, OK
1/9/2010 Mid-Winter Round Up, Killeen, TX
3/23-27/2010 Region H Rally, Marshall, TX
4/8-10/2010 Louisiana Rally
5/6-8/2010 Texas District Rally, Killeen, TX
5/27-29 /2010 Arkansas Rally

For obvious reasons, it’s important to have
tires that are in good condition on your
motorcycle.  Worn tires will diminish your
motorcycle’s traction and handling ability,
particularly in inclement weather conditions,
and can become a serious safety hazard.
Because there’s little protection between a
motorcycle rider and the pavement, good tires
with adequate tread are perhaps even more
crucial for motorcycles than with automobiles.

The familiar trick of using a penny to measure
tread depth and access the condition of your

treads is applicable to motorcycles just as it
is with automobile tires.  Insert a penny into
the tread of your tire with Abe Lincoln’s head
pointing down.  If the top of Abe’s head is
hidden below the surface of the tire then the
tread is adequate.  If however if the top of
Abe’s head is visible above the surface, your
tread is to shallow (i.e., less than 1/16”deep)
and the tire is unsafe.

Get in the habit of checking the condition and
air pressure on your tires every time you ride.
Check the sidewalls for gashes or other signs
of damage.  Also check the overall condition
of the tread on both tires.  Look for gouges,
punctures, unevenness of the tread, or
“lipping” – a condition caused by over inflation
in which some areas of tread are lifted higher
than adjacent treads.  Also look for cracks at
the base of the treads or other signs of age
and dry rot.
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COOKBOOK NEWS...

At the August chapter meeting, each chapter member present was asked to select
their favorite from 3 different cookbook covers and recipe dividers.  The majority
of votes for the cover and dividers determined the winner.  Linda also passed out
a price breakdown sheet for the number of cookbooks purchased, which also

included a suggested selling price per cookbook.  The chart below includes that information.
Please consider how many cookbooks you’re planning to purchase as this number will
determine how many cookbooks we request to be printed in our order.  Thanks again to those
of you who have already submitted recipes.  With our deadline for submitting additional
recipes being September 15, we need you to forward your favorite recipes ASAP to Linda

Seligman’s attention at lsselig@gmail.com.  All recipes are welcome (although we’re heavy
in the dessert category)...does that clue you in that “our chapter” might have a sweet tooth...ha!
So don’t delay!  In the August newsletter, Linda had about 206 recipes.

SUGGESTED

SELLING

# OF BOOKS PRICE

# OF RECIPES 100 200 300 400 500 600 700

up to 150 4.40 2.80 2.70 2.55 2.40 2.35 2.30 7.50        

151 to 200 5.20 3.05 2.85 2.65 2.55 2.45 2.40 8.50        

201 to 250 5.70 3.35 3.20 2.90 2.70 2.65 2.60 8.75        

251 to 300 6.15 3.70 3.30 3.20 3.00 2.95 2.90 9.00        

301 to 350 6.55 3.85 3.55 3.45 3.10 3.05 3.00 9.25        

351 to 400 7.05 4.15 3.90 3.65 3.40 3.35 3.30 9.50        

401 to 450 4.55 4.25 3.85 3.65 3.55 3.50 9.75        

451 to 500 5.05 4.40 4.15 3.95 3.85 3.80 10.25      

501 to 550 5.45 4.70 4.50 4.30 4.10 4.05 10.75      

551 to 600 5.85 5.00 4.80 4.60 4.40 4.30 11.25      

601 to 650 6.30 5.55 5.05 4.85 4.75 4.55 11.75      
651 to 700 6.10 5.60 5.10 4.95 4.80 12.25      

701 to 750 5.85 5.45 5.30 5.15 12.75      

751 to 800 6.10 5.80 5.60 5.40 13.25      

801 to 850 6.60 6.15 5.95 5.75 13.75      

851 to 900 7.00 6.65 6.10 5.85 14.25      

901 to 950 7.40 6.95 6.30 6.15 14.75      

951 to 1000 7.80 7.30 6.55 6.40 15.25      
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This pre-Wing Ding 2009 trip had been in the
planning stages for several months and it was
finally time to get the trip started.

Day One:

Our destination for the day was Poteau, OK,
400 miles and just over 7 hours of riding time.
It didn’t get too hot until we got into Oklahoma,
but it wasn’t too uncomfortable.  The highlight
of the day was when we topped Rich Mountain
on Hwy. 259, just after we passed under the
Talimena Trail, we saw a mother bear and her
cub on the opposite side of the road, sorry we
didn’t get any pictures.  After a quick dip in a
lukewarm pool and a short walk to a Mexican
food restaurant next door, we ended day one.

Day Two:

Hot Springs was our final destination for the
day, after we made a stop at the Crater of
Diamond Park near Murfreesboro, AR, 250
miles and 5 ½ hours of riding time.  We rode
back south to ride the full length of the
Talihemena Trail and stopped to get a few
pictures.  This is where we might have picked
up some extra passengers for the balance of
the trip (chiggers or red bugs, whatever you
might call them).

Wing Ding 2009 - Tulsa, Oklahoma
By Randy Rainwater

We also stopped at the Queen Wilhemina
Lodge and found several bear warning signs.
No tent camping was allowed at the park--I
wonder why?

There was also a little rocking chair time, while
others were shopping inside the lodge.

After lunch on a hilltop, with rocky washed-
out roads on both sides, we were off to try our
luck at the Crater of Diamonds Park near
Murfreesboro, AR.  As we neared the park, it
started to rain.  After renting the proper digging
and diamond finding equipment, a little
strategy discussion was necessary.

The cooler weather after the rain was a nice
break, but someone forgot to mention that the
diamond field was mostly now slick, sticky, and
clumpy clay.
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After a few hours of looking for diamonds, we
were ready to cleanup and head to Hot
Springs.

After getting to our hotel in Hot Springs, Mike,
Robin, and Matt went across the street to the
racetrack and casino, while Sharon and I went
down the street for dinner.  You will have to
ask Mike, Robin, or Matt about the fine dining
they experienced that evening.

Day Three :

Eureka Springs was our destination for today,
200 miles and 4 ¾ hours of riding time.  Most
of our day was spent on Scenic Hwy. 7 from
Hot Springs to Harrison, just enjoying the
roads.  The pool brought some welcomed
relief and we met a few fellow wingers, also
on their way to Tulsa.

Mike and Matt at work in the washing shed.(Continued from page 8)


