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RIDER EDUCATION
Jim Hartley

Chapter N2 Rider Educator
Humble, TX

1) Assume you are invisible - Because to a lot of
drivers you are. Never make a move based
on the assumption that another driver sees
you, even if you’ve made eye contact. Bikes
don’t always register in the four-wheel mind.

2) Beware of the verge and the merge - A lot of
nasty surprises end up on the side of the road:
empty McDonalds bags, nails, TV antennas,
ladders, you name it. Watch for potentially
troublesome debris on both sides of the road.

3) Beware of cars running red lights - The first
few seconds after a signal changes are the most
perilous. Look both ways before barging into
an intersection.

4) Hope for the best, prepare for the worst -
Assume that car across the intersection will
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turn across your bow when the light goes
green, with or without a turn signal.

5) Be patient - Always take another second or
three before you pull out to pass, ride away
from a curb or into freeway traffic from an
on-ramp. It’s what you don’t see that gets you.

6) Excessive entrance speed hurts - It’s the
leading cause of single-bike accidents on twisty
roads. In slow, out fast is the old adage and it
still works.

7) Keep your eyes moving - Traffic is always
shifting, so keep scanning for potential trouble.
Don’t lock your eyes on any one thing for too
long unless you’re actually dealing with trouble.

8) Flashing is good for you - Turn signals get you
attention by flashing, right? So a few easy taps
on the pedal or lever before stopping makes
your brake lights more eye catching to trailing
traffic.

9)  Everything is harder to see after dark - Adjust
your headlights. Carry a clear faceshield and
have your game all the way on after dark.

10) Stay in your comfort zone when with a group
- Riding over your head is a good way to end
up in the ditch. Any bunch worth riding with
will have a rendezvous point where you’ll be
able to link up again

See if you can find your GWRRA number in the newsletter.  Let Mike Thacker know be-
fore the next chapter meeting and win a little something!


