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   Chapter N2 Staff – 2008 

 
Chapter Director    Chapter Educator/MAD Coordinators 
Mike & Robin Thacker   Michael & Suzanne Elrod 
281-686-8892    281-987-3302 
m-r-werone@prodigy.net   snapshot951@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer/Newsletter Editor   Phone Tree Coordinator  
Linda Seligman       Shirley Rodger 
 281-577-8308    281-441-7084 
lsselig@embarqmail.com   shirleyrodger@comcast.net 
 
Ride Coordinators    Events Coordinators 
Randy Rainwater 281-360-4577  Steve & Billie Fleming  
ranrainwater@embarqmail.com  281-355-8087 
Mike Thacker  281-686-8892   Fleming49@yahoo.com 
 m-r-werone@prodigy.net    Bfleming@yahoo.com 
 
Ways N Means    Scrapbook Coordinator 
Randy & Sharon Rainwater   Karen Frazier 
 281-360-4577    281-615-1365 
 rrainwater@embarqmail.com                karenf@nctv.com 
 rainwatersharon@yahoo.com 

 
Meeting Coordinator   Web Master  
Steve Seligman      Brad Rodger   
281-577-8308    281-441-7084 
swselig@embarqmail.com   bradrodger@comcast.net 
 
Media Coordinators    Camping Coordinators 
Mark and Robin Smith   Rex & Ann Nix 
713-291-6118    713-697-7692  
fordfanatics@aol.com    rexnix@hotmail.com 
 
Couple of the Year    Website 

        Steve & Billie Fleming                                          www.gwrra-n2-humbletx.com 
 281-355-8087                                
 Fleming49@yahoo.com        

       Bfleming@yahoo.com 
 
      MED Coordinators             
       Ricky & Karen Frazier 
       281-615-4386 
       karenf@nctv.com  
       Ricky@nctv.com  
 
      Sunshine Couple 
      Marty & Donna Uphoff 
      281-794-9900 
       hunter1173@hotmail.com 
      dmh5514@hotmail.com           

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter meetings are held on the 4th Saturday of each 
month at 6:00 PM.  The meetings are held at the 
American Legion Hall at 307 Charles St, Humble, TX 
 
The rides depart from the Flying J at 242 and  IH-59 in 
New Caney. 
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News from the Chapter Director 
 
 
What a great way to start the New Year.  Our new Couple of the Year has started the year off with a 
very interesting twist.  Billie and Steve have come up with the idea of making visits to other Chapters 
great fun.  They asked Mark Smith if he would make some type of item to give to our visiting Chapter’s 
Couple of the Year as a token of our visit. 
 
Mark made a great flagpole, which held our Chapter flag and had N2 in wood on a stand.  Our first visit 
was Chapter M2 at their February monthly meeting.  It was fun when the twelve of us walked into I-Hop 
wearing our bumblebee hats.  We got a great response from the other customers in the restaurant. They 
thought it was funny.  We had a great time with the Chapter M2 members; we even learned how to 
check a coil from some type of contraption that Howard had brought to the Chapter meeting.  He 
demonstrated it and it really works. 
 
Our next task for our Couple of the Year was to host the Chapter’s Sweetheart Dinner.  They did a 
fantastic job.  Steve and Billie assigned task to other members of the Chapter to help with the 
decoration, games and gifts. The dinner was  Italian’s in Humble.  The tables were set up with 
decorations and there were also roses for all the ladies.  The food was great and company was even 
better.   
 
Ricky and Karen Fraizer are the Membership Enhancement Coordinators.  They have come up with 
ideas to send post cards to members we have not seen in a while and also as reminders to  members 
regarding their  expiration of their membership.   
  
We now have two members of our Chapter that have volunteered to join the staff as our new Sunshine 
Couple.  Donna and Marty Uphoff have already come up with some great ideas for birthdays and 
anniversaries.   
 
This is a great way to start the New Year with new ideas.  That’s what GWRRA is all about.   
 
Now that the weather is starting to get better I can’t wait to get out there and do some riding.  We have a 
lot of  things going on in the first few months of the year.  Just to name a few, we have an ERC course, 
Chapter rallies, Brisket cooking, Louisiana’s District Rally, not to mention the Region H rally in 
Marshall and the PBTF.     
  
Let’s all get out there and do some safe and fun riding. 
 
Mike and Robin Thacker-Master Tour Rider-6162 
Chapter Directors  
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Rider Education        
 
     Road Reflexes             
 
A reflex is an automatic or involuntary reaction to a stimulus.  Driving often calls for you to respond to a 
situation, which demands some kind of action (reaction). 
 
For example, you are driving along, and the brake lights of the vehicle ahead suddenly come on.  Your 
eyes see those brake lights and send the message to your brain.  Your brain decides what, if any, action 
needs to be taken.  Finally, another part of your brain gets the message and passes it on to whatever part 
of the body needs to perform this action.  In this case our hands and feet get the message.  The hands roll 
off the throttle and covers the clutch lever and brake lever.  Your right foot covers or depresses the brake 
lever while your left foot prepares to change gears as needed. 
 
This whole reflex action takes a lot less time to perform than it did for me to type it.  In fact, the average 
rider could perform this action in about one second.  Impressive, huh.  But, here’s the problem. That 
whole reaction thing took about a second, and during that time you traveled 66 feet at 60 m.p.h. This is 
before your brakes ever engaged or your RPM’S slowed.  That is a considerable amount of highway 
used up, and this is if you are up to par with your reaction time.  And many things can slow that time. 
 
Speeding up your reaction time really isn’t an option.  It is almost impossible to speed up your reflex 
actions.  However, the solution is really quite simple.  Drive in such a manner that you are not having to 
react to split-second situations.  If you keep a longer following distance from the vehicle ahead you will 
have plenty of time to react and that one-second reaction time is no longer a factor. 
How much following space do you need to be safe?  That is determined by many factors.  Your speed, 
traffic volume, and weather all play a big part of that equation.  But, you must also take your equipment 
into account.  Are your tires good?  Are your brakes working properly or are they a bit worn.  Is your 
suspension working, as it should?  But, the biggest factor is you. 
 
Are your reflexes up to the one-second average?  Are you a little under par?  Many things affect this 
reaction time.  Your eyes are they seeing clearly.  Or are they a little cloudy for some reason.  Your 
brain needs to be working clearly and decisively.  Many things affect this:  Stress, Distractions, Illness, 
and some Medications.  Even your posture on the bike dictates how quickly your muscles react to the 
stimulus from your brain. 
 
I feel certain that very few of us ride at 100 % of our abilities 100% of the time.  But, we need to 
recognize when we are coming up short and factor that into our riding style or distance for the day. If 
you will allow for this in your following distances you may have “Just the few more feet” you needed to 
avoid an accident.   
 
Until next time Ride Safe--Ride Aware--Ride Respectfully. 
 
Michael and Suzanne Elrod 
Chapter N-2 Rider Educators 
Master Tour Riders 6680 &6679 
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Couple of the Year Adventures  
 

          
Well, we have made it through the first Invasion. 13 of us made a surprise visit to Chapter M2's February 
meeting. I wish I had a picture of Bart's face when we came through the door with our bumblebee hats on 
announcing that they were being invaded.  
 

          
We presented their Couple of the Year with a flag from our chapter, which Mark Smith had so graciously made 
for the event. We witnessed a demonstration given by the Chapter’s Tech advisor on how to test an ignition coil 
on a homemade device.  
 

 
There were some samplings of King Cake from Mardi gras in New Orleans. Very tasty! Their hospitality was really 
great. We were received with smiles and warm handshakes and hugs. Many people made remarks about how 
great it was to see us. It was great to see some old friends and make some new ones.  
 
Several of the visitors even made off with some prizes. Billie ended up with part of the 50/50 prize money. 
Afterwards, we all went and hit the Fish Place a few doors down for some great food. The all-you-can-eat catfish 
was a real hit with several of our party. It was particularly heartwarming to Billie and I to have such a great turn 
out to support this event. We want to give a big thank you to all who participated. 
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The Sweetheart's Dinner was a big hit with those in attendance. Billie and I really enjoyed visiting with everyone. 
The food was great and so was the service. We could really get spoiled to Italiano's. 33 of us showed up for the 
fun. 
 

         
There were prizes and games, which everyone seemed to enjoy. Marty and Donna won this prize for being the 
first couple to come up with a coin that was minted in the year of their marriage. 

 
Robin Smith won the crossword game and won the movie “Breakfast At Tiffany’s” to add to their DVD collection.  
 

 
Suzanne Elrod won this “Born To Be Wild” motorcycle. That was a cool prize. It plays the song and the lights light 
up while the music is playing. Does she look happy or what?  
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Carla Withrow was a winner. She and Don got a bag with bubbly stuff with Champaign glasses and candy. (The 
Road safe version of course.) 
 
Robin and Mark Smith provided each person with a neat little goodie bag and Linda and Steve Seligman brought 
the prizes for the games. We would like to thank them for helping make this a successful gathering. Let them 
know if you had a good time. We are sure they would appreciate hearing from you. 
 
We sure missed a lot of you at this fun event and hope to see you soon. Thanks to all who did show up. Events 
like these are only fun because of the participation of each one of you. 
 
You can see all the pictures from the dinner and a little video of the Born To Be Wild bike at the Web Shots site. 
Plug in http://good-times.webshots.com/album/562480317UzqlqO?start=0 in your web browser.  
   
We are planning another invasion soon, so watch your email for the date, time and place. WE welcome everyone 
and invite you all to come along and find out for yourselves just what a good time these are. It is a good way to 
see some old friends and make new ones in other chapters.  
 
See you soon, 
 
Steve and Billie Fleming 
Your Chapter Couple of the Year 2008 
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Parking  Lot  Practice 

 
I would like to thank Jeff Ingram and Paul Duke, MSF Instructors at American Motorcycle Training for 
hosting our Chapter at their range located at 8233 Will Clayton Parkway in Humble. 
 
Jeff and Paul were very gracious at assisting us at our first annual Parking Lot Practice.  As this was a 
warm-up for our upcoming ERC provided by American Motorcycle Training this practice session was 
very beneficial.  We were only able to practice a limited number of maneuvers due to time constraints.  
But of course the old dreaded “Box” was one of these exercises. 
 
I feel that the remedial training on these ranges should be approached with an open mind towards 
learning what your weakness may be.  The instructors were very helpful with constructive insight as to 
what each rider did right and wrong.  While everyone feels his or her riding is above reproach, I have to 
ask, is it really?  If you have not taken a course lately ask yourself why.  I sometimes think the reason 
may be a lack of confidence on the part of the rider.  If so, getting through the course will give you a big 
confidence boost.  On the other hand, if your confidence convinces you that your riding skills are fine 
with out remedial training I challenge you to try it.  The results may be a little humbling. 
 
Personally, I went into the PLP Sunday with a little apprehension about my weaving and obstacle 
avoidance skills, although the latter skill got a real time test in December.  I trusted my reflexes and 
braking abilities. Turns out I did well with these exercises.  But, a weakness that surprised me showed 
up.  Seems my weaving and avoidance skills, or lack of, may actually be a throttle control issue.  Paul 
was very supportive and helpful, suggesting I change my hand position on the grips.  Paul also hinted 
that it might be beneficial to raise my handlebars.  I already have a small riser on my handlebars, but 
maybe I need a little more.  Now that I have been made aware of the throttle issue, I may be able to 
overcome it without further adaptation of the bars. 
 
I guess we will know the answer to that question after our ERC on Sunday March 2nd.  We will convene 
at the range at 1:00 to get registered and briefed. The course must start at 1:30 sharp to insure that all 
exercises are completed by dark.  Again, I would like to thank Jeff and Paul for their time, patience, and 
wisdom.  Watch for next month’s newsletter to see if I conquer my demon, the old throttle control 
monster.  Until next month as always 
 
RIDE SAFELY--RIDE AWARE--RIDE RESPECTFULLY 
 
Michael and Suzanne Elrod 
Chapter N-2 Educators 
Humble, Texas 
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• August  Jim & Beth Hartley 
• September Don & Eileen Hess 
• October Gary Sandborn 
• November Jim & Lynn Flournoy 
• December Randy & Anna Carroll 

 

 
 
The hosts for the monthly chapter dinners in 2008: 
 

• March  Brad & Shirley Rodger 
• April  Randy Sharon Rainwater 
• May  Larry & Debbie Turnbull 
• June  George & Linds Stiech 
• July  Steve & Billie Fleming 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
Remember Maintenance Day on March 22 at 8:00 AM at Jim and Lynn Flournoys’.  Address is 25378 
Goodson Rd, Splendora, TX 77372.  Bring your oil, break pads, wires or other items.  Bring a snack.  
Come on out, check your bike out, make repairs, install something new or just enjoy time with your 
friends. 
 

   
 
 
 
 
Have you woken up on a day of a ride and the weather was bad?  Wonder if the ride has been cancelled.  
Or woken up on a beautiful day and wonder if a ride has been planned???   
Well, now you can call the Chapter Hotline to find out if a ride has been cancelled, if a ride has been 
planned or just find out the activities for the week.  The Hotline number is 281-814-7621. 
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The Hospitality Region Presents Mosey On Back To Marshall 
Region H Rally  

April 17, 18, 19, 2008   
Marshall Texas Civic Center Complex 2501 East End Blvd S.  

 
Mini-Grand Prize $250  

Grand Prize $750  
 

 Full Registration Includes:  
 Rally Pins for first 500 Registered  

COY Selection  Bike Show  
On/Off Bike Games  Dress Competitions  
Light Show  District Cup Trophy  
Seminars  Stagecoach Races  
Talent Show  Participation Prizes  

Vendors ... Vendors ... Vendors ... Vendors ... Vendors  
And all the Region H FUN you can stand.  

 
Tentative schedules and other up to the minute information will be posted on the Region website - http://gwrra-h.org  

 
• Create your own District Brand 
• District Races will be Stagecoach theme 

 
 
Host Hotel 
 Hampton Inn   1-903-927-0079 
 5100 Southeast End Blvd 
 Marshall, TX 75672 
Identify yourself as GWRRA to get the Rally Rate 
 
Camping 
 Country Pines RV Park 800-848-7087 or 903-935-4278 
 5935 Hwy 59 N, Marshall, TX 75670 
 http://countrypinesrvpark.com/ 
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PERSONAL ITEMS: 
 
TRAVEL SIZE:   LOTIONS 
         TOOTHPASTE 
         TOILETRIES 
         SHAMPOO & CONDITIONER 
         SHAVING CREAM 
 
COMBS & BRUSHES 
DEORDORANT 
TOOTHBRUSHES 
DENTURE CREAM 
RAZORS (DISPOSABLE) 
 
LAP BLANKETS (CROCHET, KNOTTED AND BOUGHT ONES) 
SMALL BED PILLOWS (BOUGHT OR HOME MADE) 
 
CLOTHING; 
 
JACKETS (MEN AND WOMAN) (PRE-WORN OKAY) 
STOCKING HATS (HOMEMADE OR BOUGHT) 
CAPS (ANY KIND) SOCKS (MEN AND WOMEN) (NEW) 
TEE SHIRTS (NEW) 
FLIP FLOPS (SHOWER SHOES) (NEW) 
SLIPPERS (CROCHET, KNITTED OR BOUGHT) (NEW) 
 
ENTERTAINMENT 
 
HARD OR PAPER BACK BOOKS (USED OKAY) 
PENS & PENCILS 
ENVELOPES 
PLAYING CARDS (USED OKAY) 
PUZZLE BOOKS 
PHONE CARDS (ANY AMOUNT)DVD’S 
HAIR CUT VOUCHERS 

 
Our Chapter would like to support Chapter Z in their efforts to collect items for our 
veterans.  Please contact Mike and Robin Thacker.   
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Upcoming Region/District events: 
 
 

 
March 8, 2008  Chapter C Rally, Eastside Honda, Baytown 
March 27 – 29, 2008  Louisiana District 2008 Rally, Lafayette, LA 
April 5, 2008  Chapter J Rally, Cowboy Honda, Beaumont 
April 12, 2008  Chapter O Rally, Lady Byrd Johnson Park, Fredericksburg 
March 22, 2008  Chapter X2 9th Annual Birthday Party, Bear Creek Park  (9am-2pm)  
April 17 – 19, 2008  Region H Rally, Marshall, TX 
May 8 – 10, 2008  Texas District Rally 
  Corpus Christi, TX 
May 23 –25, 2008  Arkansas 2008 District Rally, Harrison, AR 
July 3 –6,  2008  Wing Ding, Greenville, SC 
 
 
2008 Ride For Kids – 25th Anniversary:  
 
This year’s Ride for Kid’s event is on Sunday April 27 at the Pasadena Convention Center.   
Registration training will be on Wednesday April 23 and Premium training in on Thursday April 24 at 
7:00 PM 
 
Chapter C is holding a Brisket sale to raise money for the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation.  The 
briskets will be cooked the March 14-16 weekend.  Chapter C is looking for volunteers to help trim, 
season and cook the briskets.  The briskets are cooked at the Lyondell facility on Sheldon Road.  
Anyone who either helps with the cooking or sells briskets will receive a voucher.  The voucher can be 
turned in as money credit at the ride.  Please see Mike and Robin Thacker if you are interested in 
helping cook, selling or buying briskets. 
 
An easy way to fundraise for PBTA is to set up an account at www.firstgiving.com.  You can set up 
your own page then email your friends and family.  Your family and friends can contribute directly into 
your account by check.  For an example look at Judy and Steve Ferguson’s page. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mari Rich is walking with her team in the Relay for Life, which is sponsored by The American Cancer 
Society.  Luminaries will be lighted for cancer victims and survivors.  If you would like to donate please 
contact Marie Rich.  All donations go directly to The American Cancer Society. 
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Brenham Airport Ride 2/2/2008 by Steve Fleming 

 

 
 

 
On February 2nd I led a ride to the popular eatery at the Brenham Airport. We had a total of 4 bikes with 
7 people make this impromptu ride. The weather was a little cool as we started out but the day gave way 
to a lot of sunshine and some good roads to share with good friends.  
 

           
 
The food at this place has always been top shelf and this time was no exception. I didn’t hear a single 
complaint from anyone in attendance. 
 

              
We left the airport and headed to William Penn and some back roads. It was a scenic ride. The beautiful 
sunshine left us gradually as we headed back. The wind really picked up and the temp dropped as we 
crossed Lake Conroe. But it did not stop us from enjoying a final stop at the Sonic in Willis for a little 
dessert. We logged 180 safe miles. 
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Texas District Staff 

 
 
 Ken & Barbie Peterson  Pamela Meyer 
 District Directors   District Treasuer/Newsletter Editor 
            
John & Lydia Bourg   Collen Campbell   Ron & Magaly Griffis 
District Educator   Assistant District Educator  District Trainer 
 
Dieter Meyer    Jim & Ruby Seale   John & Lena Bryant 
Chief Advisor    Vendor Coordinators   Assistant Membership   
           Enhancement Coordinators 
 
Carolyn Barton    Fred & Mandy Mew    
Assistant Membership   2008 Couple of the Year  
Enhancement Coordinator        
 
 
Website:  http://www.gwrra-tx.org/ 
 
 

 
 
      Region H Staff 

  
 

 
Gliff & Donna Miller   Harry & Joan Dollarhide  Ed Nahl 
Region H Director   Region H Assistant Director  Region H Treasurer 
 
Dale & Susan Wingrove  Walt Smith    John & Lydia Bourg 
Region H Trainers  Region H Educator   Region H Webmaster  
       & Newsletter 
 

Ken & Rhonda Holmes 
Region H Couple of the Year 

                   2007-2008 
 
 
website: http://region-h.org/ 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

  
  
 

  
 

 
  

1 
Ride to Mel’s  
 9 AM Flying J 
Randy Rainwater 

 
Larry & Debra Turnbull 
Anniversary

2 
ERC 
1 PM SHARP 
Humble Civic 
Center 
 

3 
 

4 5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
Chapter C Rally 
9 AM Flying J 
 
CPR & First Aid  

9 
 
 

10 

 
Dolly Ards  
Gary Young 
David Sandborn 
birthdays 

11 12 
  
  

13 
  

14 
Brisket 
cooking 
with 
Chapter C at 
Lyndale 

15 
Brisket cooking 
with Chapter C at 
Lyndale 
 
 

16 
 

17 
St Patrick’s 
Day 

 

18 
 

 
Jeff Ingram 
birthday 

19 
7:00 pm 
Chapter Dinner 
Moe’s Bar-B-
Que 

20 

 
 
Marie Rabalais 
birthday 

21 
 
 
 

22 
6:00 PM Chapter 
Meeting – 
American Legion 
Hall 
Maintenance Day 
8 AM at 
Flournoys 

23 
Happy Easter 

 

24 25 
 

26 
 

27 
Louisiana 
Rally 
Flying J 9 
AM Flying J 
Mike Thacker 

28 
Louisiana 
Rally 

29 
Louisiana Rally 
 
Ride to Edom  
 8 AM Flying J 
Randy Rainwater 

30 
Louisiana 
Rally 

31 
 
 
 

     

March 2008 
GWRRA CHAPTER N2 

HUMBLE, TEXAS 
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Sun 

 

 

Mon 

 

 

Tue 

 

 

Wed 

 

 

Thu 

 

 

Fri 

 

 

Sat 
  1   2 

  
 3 
 

 4 
Wii party & 
ice cream 
social 7 PM 
Donna & 
Marty 
Uphoff’s 
112 Spring 
Lake Dr 

5 
 Humble Oil Days 
 

 

 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
  

13 
 
 

14 15 16 
 7:00 pm 
Chapter Dinner 
  

17 
Region H 
Rally 
Marshall, TX 
8 am Flying J  
Mike Thacker 

18 
Region H 
Rally 
Marshall, 
TX 

19 
Region H Rally 
Marshall, TX 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Ride for 
Kids 
Registration 
training   
 7 PM 

23 
 

24 
Ride for Kids 
Premium 
training  7 PM 
LaQuinta 
Hotel 

25 
 

26 
6:00 PM Chapter 
Meeting – 
American Legion 
Hall 
 
Ride for Kids set 
up at Pasadena 
Fairgrounds 

27 
 
PBTF Ride 
for Kids 
 

28 29 
 

30 
 

   

 
     
 

April 2008 
GWRRA CHAPTER N2 

HUMBLE, TEXAS 
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CREATIVE 
MEMORIES 

Karen Frazier, Consultant 
24273 E. Terrace, Porter, Tx  77365 

281/354-8563 or 281/615-1365 
Email: karenf@nctv.com 

Home classes & Workshops  
  Photo-safe Albums & Supplies  

Group Presentations 
Business Opportunities 
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