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   Chapter N2 Staff – 2008 

Chapter Director    Chapter Educator/MAD Coordinators 
Mike & Robin Thacker   Michael & Suzanne Elrod 
281-686-8892    281-987-3302 
m-r-werone@prodigy.net   snapshot951@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer/Newsletter Editor   Phone Tree Coordinator  
Linda Seligman       Shirley Rodger 
 281-577-8308    281-441-7084 
lsselig@embarqmail.com   shirleyrodger@comcast.net 
 
Ride Coordinators    Events Coordinators 
Randy Rainwater 281-360-4577  Steve & Billie Fleming  
ranrainwater@embarqmail.com  281-355-8087 
Mike Thacker  281-686-8892   Fleming49@yahoo.com 
 m-r-werone@prodigy.net    Bfleming@yahoo.com 
 
Ways N Means    Scrapbook Coordinator 
Randy & Sharon Rainwater   Karen Frazier 
 281-360-4577    281-615-1365 
 rrainwater@embarqmail.com                karenf@nctv.com 
 rainwatersharon@yahoo.com 

 
Meeting Coordinator   Web Master  
Steve Seligman      Brad Rodger   
281-577-8308    281-441-7084 
swselig@embarqmail.com   bradrodger@comcast.net 
 
Media Coordinators    Camping Coordinators 
Mark and Robin Smith   Rex & Ann Nix 
713-291-6118    713-697-7692  
fordfanatics@aol.com    rexnix@hotmail.com 
 
Couple of the Year    Website 

        Steve & Billie Fleming                                          www.gwrra-n2-humbletx.com 
 281-355-8087                                
 Fleming49@yahoo.com       Chapter Hotline  281-814-7621 

       Bfleming@yahoo.com 
 
      MED Coordinators             
       Ricky & Karen Frazier 
       281-615-4386 
       karenf@nctv.com  
       Ricky@nctv.com  
 
      Sunshine Couple 
      Marty & Donna Uphoff 
      281-794-9900 
       hunter1173@hotmail.com 
      dmh5514@hotmail.com           

 

 

 
 
 
 

Chapter meetings are held on the 4th Saturday of each 
month at 6:00 PM.  The meetings are held at the 
American Legion Hall at 307 Charles St, Humble, TX 
The rides depart from the Flying J at 242 and  IH-59 in 
New Caney. 
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News from the Chapter Director 
 
With riding season just around the corner, it is time to make sure our bikes are in tiptop shape for the 
rides to come.  By this – I mean checking the radiator fluid – it might need to be flushed out. Brakes – 
check the pads, fluids and blake lines.  Batteries – check the water level and battery connections.  Front 
fork seals for leaks.  These are a few of the thingy that you could check every so often 
 
The things that should be checked every time you get on your bike to ride are the tires, oil and lights.  
This is a good habit to get into before taking a ride.  Your motorcycle is only as good as the maintenance 
you do on it.  We usually have a maintenance day twice a year, once before the Louisiana District Rally 
in the spring and once before the Mississippi Rally in the fall.  Jim and Lynn Flournoy are always 
gracious to let us use their huge garage for the gathering. 
 
I know first hand how important it is to check everything out before you leave on a ride.  I left on a ride 
and checked the air pressure and the times but failed to check the valve stems, I had just had new tires 
put on my bike and was ready to ride.  About two hundred miles into the ride, my bike got a little 
wobbly at low speeds.  I was pulling a trailer, which made it a little more difficult; I pulled the bike over 
and found that the front tire was low.  My buddy had an air compressor so we aired up the tire but it was 
going down as fast as put the air in the tire.  With my mechanical abilities I performed an emergency 
quick fix by putting a zip tie around the stem to hold it in position where it was not leaking.   A few 
miles later there was a Honda dealership and I hade the tire repaired.  A two-dollar part almost ruined a 
nice road trip.  Now I check the valve stem when I check the air pressure in the tires.  It was also a good 
lesson to me, to have the valve stems replaced every time you buy new tires.  Lets all get into those good 
habits so we can enjoy the nice riding weather. 
 
Lets put on our thinking caps and come up with some good rides this year.  I know we have some rallies 
coming up but we need some input from our members on rides they would like to go on.  We have some 
members that give us ideas all the time like the ride to Brenham Airport for lunch, mystery ride, The 
Tree in Woodville, Florida’s in Livingston and Mel’s Diner in Tomball.  These were great rides.  We 
also have some up comings rides and events that were suggested by chapter members – a Wii party and 
ice cream social, Bay Area ride to the Space Center, D’Rose Inn in Leakey, T.  We also have a picnic 
ride to Mission Tejas State Park that someone suggested last year and a progressive ride that sounds like 
fun. 
 
Lets check out those bikes and get ready to do some safe riding. 
 
 
 
Mike and Robin Thacker-Master Tour Rider-6162 
Chapter Directors  
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Rider Education       
 
    Rider and Co-Rider Fatigue  
 
 
‘Tis the Season again.  No, not that  season, ‘tis  Rally Season.  Are you making plans on which rallies 
you plan to attend?  The choices are plentiful and you may be planning to attend all of them.  Some 
riders in our Chapter have already had their first route planning session for Wing Ding in South 
Carolina. 
 
As you make your plans concerning which rallies, which routes, which side trips, and which tourist 
stops to make prepare one more plan.  Make a plan to overcome fatigue.  Failing to prepare for this 
event can have serious outcomes.  Every year, after Wing Ding, we hear about several serious or fatal 
accidents.  It is a good bet that fatigue played a big part in these accidents.  Rider Fatigue is a real 
problem and can catch even the best of riders off guard.  So make your plans to recognize and deal with 
this issue before you even pull out of the driveway.  To help understand what fatigue is I have a 
definition from the NHSTB.   
 
“Fatigue is the body’s response to continued physical activity, mental activity, or sleep loss, and is 
characterized by: 
 
 A diminished ability to drive,  
 A loss of attention 
  Slower reactions 
 Poor responses 
 Deterioration of vigilance and alertness 
 Impaired judgment 

Subjective feelings of tiredness, loss of motivation, and a desire for rest 
 
As you can see fatigue is a serious safety issue.  Fatigue is not a new problem; all of us have had to deal 
with this at times.  But, to be safer on the road, we need to recognize fatigue and deal with it 
immediately.  There are many causes and contributors to fatigue. 
 
Some common causes for fatigue are fairly easy to recognize and understand: 
  
 Inadequate Rest 
 Sleep loss or disruption 
 Displaced biological rhythms 
 Excessive physical activity 
 Excessive mental or cognitive work 

 
The contributors to fatigue include: 
 Poor road conditions 
 Dawn driving 
 Poor weather 

 
So, can you see how these factors would come into play on those long, hard runs to the various Rallies?   
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It is very likely that you would start your trip a little tired.  Speaking for myself, the night before 
departure usually involves last minute maintenance, and packing the trailer.  Checking and re-checking a 
multitude of minute details such as maps, routes, credit cards, confirmation numbers, itineraries, and etc.  
All necessary, but contributing to fatigue.  Then, I am usually too excited about the trip to get good 
nights sleep during the last night in my bed for a while.   
 
Now think about all those other contributors.  You get up very early, breaking your normal routine, 
which upsets your Biological Rhythms. 
 
You leave early and ride hard for the day.  Is your body used to that much Excessive Physical and 
Mental activity. 
 
You may be driving on unfamiliar roads, which will increase the stress.  Add poor roads and/or 
bad weather and the mental overload can become very real. So, now that we have identified the 
problem, let’s talk about some ways to overcome this issue.  These solutions are all 
straightforward common sense things we do daily at home.  But, riding in a group and on a 
schedule we tend to forget our common sense at times. 
 
 Get the best rest you can before starting the trip 
 Get as much sleep as you can each day 
 Get your sleep at your normal times if possible 
 Don’t forget physical fitness and proper nutrition 
 Sleep in a darkened room as much as possible 
 Keep the room temperature comfortable 
 Stretch your muscles during rest stops 
 And remember-if you feel sleepy then you are sleepy 

 
These are all simple fixes in a complicated situation.  Riders are breaking their normal routines.  Some 
are riding more miles in a day than they usually do in a month.  Some have trouble sleeping in strange 
beds.  Some are just so excited to be out on the road they try to fit too much activity into one day.  At the 
end of the day allow your body the sleep and rest it needs to enjoy the next day’s adventure.  You will 
enjoy your trip much more and will get home safely with a camera and a mind full of wonderful 
memories.  So, get out there and ride to the Rally’s and remember ’Tis the Season.  And we will see you 
when you get back.      
 
Until next time Ride Safe--Ride Aware--Ride Respectfully. 
 
Michael and Suzanne Elrod 
Chapter N-2 Rider Educators 
Master Tour Riders 6680 &6679 
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Couple of the Year Adventures  
 

Hey we sure are having fun!!! Rides, 
invasions, and rallies… all custom made 
 for the fun-loving side of the GWRRA  
“kid” in all of us. March started off with 
 a great ride led by Randy Rainwater to  
Mel’s Country Cafe in Tomball. Mel’s is never a  
disappointment. We topped that off with a stop at Pie in the  
Sky Pie Co. in Conroe for dessert on the way back.  

                     
 
 
 

 
On March 8th 12 of us took a little ride to the East Side to  
visit Chapter C’s Rally. The weather was a little cool and 

 we were all hunting the  
sunshine. The wind across  
the lake made it pretty cold in 
 the shade. Despite the cool  
weather, we all had a great time. We did spend time just looking for some 
heat! Beware of deadly plastic chairs; they will let you down - literally.  
 

We had several participants in the bike show and Mark and Robin Smith  
won first place with their Valkyrie. Way to go  
Mark and Robin!!! Sure is a good looking ride.  
Great job!   
 
Our very own Robin Thacker walked off with  
the grand prize, $300 in merchandise from East  
Side Honda! Way to go N2!!! 
 
 

Miss Dolly was there to enjoy the festivities and Karen  
added this little jewel to her Betty Boop collection from 
 the silent auction. It finally warmed up for the ride  
back.  

 
 
 
On March 12th, we staged our second invasion with  
the run to Pasadena to visit Chapter Z. We had 4  
bikes and 1 car. 9 of us made the trip and had a really 
 great time visiting with this fine chapter. They sure 
 made us feel welcome and we enjoyed the hospitality 
 and food at the Golden Corral on Spencer highway.  
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We again had the privilege of presenting the Chapter 2008 Couple of the Year 
with an N2 flag that Mark Smith made for the occasion, as a memento of our 
invasion. Pat and Joyce McTigue were gracious as were all of the people from 
Chapter Z. These visits only endear the GWRRA membership in our hearts. 
We have already met so many wonderful people and look forward to meeting 
many more before our tenure is over.  While we were there we delivered some 
of the supplies for the veterans that our chapter had donated to the cause and 
they were gratefully received with their thanks for the effort. We are sure that 
as we continue these little surprise visits, 

word will eventually get around for everyone to be aware of the “Rumble 
of the Humble Bumble Bees”.  It sure is great to be “N2” fun and “N2” 
riding and “N2” making new friends around our region. We will have 
another one in the coming months. We think that we can make about 6 
more this year.  

 
We would like to encourage everyone to show up at Marshall for the Region H Rally 
April 17th ~ 19th to support Gene and Carolyn Tice from Chapter Z for the Region 
Couple of the Year. They represent our great Texas District for this Regional 
Competition. Let’s show our support by being there in large numbers.  
 

Don’t forget our Chapter Basket for Wings Ahoy! Please contact us if you are willing to make a 
donation to the basket. Our theme is “Movie Night”. We are looking for good DVD’s with motorcycle 
scenes or themes and related things such as “Goobers”, Good and Plenty”, “Mike and Ikes” and other 
theater favorites. You could even get a movie pass or Blockbuster gift card to place in the basket. We 
need to get these together by the April meeting. We need to know the movies before hand so that we do 
not have duplications. Thanks for your help and support. 
 
Until next time, have safe rides with miles of smiles. 
Steve and Billie Fleming 
N2 Couple of the Year 2008  
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
Don’t forget the set up for Ride for Kids.  The set up is on Saturday, April 26.  Meet at Little Mexico’s 
at 8:00 am.  Remember to bring gloves, scissors, tape and heavy duty staplers with staples. 

  
 
Sunday April 27 is the Ride for Kids at the Pasadena Fairgrounds. 

Group 1 – those working registration – will meet at Little Mexico. Leave at 5 am sharp 
Group 2 – those working premiums or just going to enjoy the ride - will meet at Little Mexico. Leave at    

6:30 am sharp.  Breakfast at Kelly’s in Pasadena 
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Impromptu Rides for February 2008 
By Randy Rainwater 

 
Based upon the past we didn’t schedule many rides in February due to the normal cold and/or rainy 
weather.  In past years we have scheduled rides and had to cancel them, mainly due to the rainy 
conditions.  The weather for 2008 has started out on the mild side, so who knows what the rest of the 
year is going to bring to us in the form of weather. 
 
On Saturday, February 9 several of us rode slightly over 200 miles on the back roads to The Tree on 
Highway 69 South of Woodville and enjoyed a nice lunch.  There appeared to be several chicken fried 
steaks and a few orders of catfish amongst the choices for lunch.  As we headed home it almost got a 
little too hot, but I didn’t hear too many complaints.  We found a few back roads to help break us out of 
those winter duldrums and return those ear to ear smiles.  I did notice a new restaurant in Woodville just 
South of Hwy 190 on Hwy 69, so we will be headed back that way some time in the near future. 
 
   

      
    
  
 
On Saturday, February 23 someone decided that it had been too long since we had been to Florida’s 
Kitchen near Livingston.  We rode a few back roads out of Shepard, near the Lake Livingston dam, and 
came in the back door to Florida’s kitchen on Hwy 350 near Hwy 190.  Chicken fried steak, fried fish, 
shrimp, and bar-b-que were quickly consumed so we could head back home for the monthly meeting a 
few hours later. 

        
     
 
Maybe scheduling rides in February is bad luck, so we may have to stick with impromptu rides in the 
winter and just be ready to ride when the weather is right. 
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Trimming Briskets 
  By Robin Smith 

 
 
Volunteering to trim briskets with Chapter C at Lyondell Petrochemical for the Pediatric Brain Tumor 
Foundation turned out to be another unique experience. There were 7 of us that went to help out. We got 
there around 7pm and went straight to work. Some of us trimmed (which was harder than you think), 
some of us spice rubbed and some helped place the meat on the pits for cooking. There were people 
from numerous chapters there for the same reason. To help out because another chapter had asked and 
knowing it was for the PBTF kids it wasn’t hard to say yes. The trimmers worked in shifts so that no one 
got too tired. After all the briskets were trimmed, rubbed down with spices and the first cook placed on 
the pits, we did a small clean up and went outside to start the waiting game. We of course used a portion 
of one of the pits to cook up some sausage dogs and Boudain for every one to snack on. There were 
tables either playing cards, playing dominoes or watching movies on portable DVD players to pass the 
time - a couple of us even brought our lap tops to surf the web. During the whole process old friends got 
to catch up and new friends were made. Believe me there were a lot of fish stories told. The BS got 
pretty deep a few times. The weather was cool and a little damp, but everyone just bundled up in 
blankets and toughed it out. There was even a small game of horse played in the gym by Mark Smith 
and Mike Thacker. Unfortunately, we didn’t know about it till after it was over. I sure would have liked 
to see that game. The first cook of briskets came off around 3am and everyone left at that time pitched in 
to help get them off the pits and place the second cook of briskets on the pits. This was not an easy task. 
I will definitely give props to the cookers with Chapter C, they are not afraid to get dirty. The best part 
was when they grabbed a hot brisket and opened it up so every one could give it a try. It was awesome! 
We nibbled on it till it was gone then settled back down to wait for the first cook to cool off enough to 
package up for the trip home. Around 5am, those of us left from Chapter N2, packaged up our briskets 
for the ride home. The second cook was well on its way and those left with Chapter C were bedding 
down for a couple hours of sleep to be refreshed to remove the second cook. All in all, it was hard work, 
not so clean also, and long hours but I wouldn’t have missed it for the world. It was a time to spend with 
old friends, and now new friends and I can only look forward to next year, when it’s time to do it again.  
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Win a Big Bend Adventure 
 

• Garmin Zumo 550 
• A coupon for 2 nights at the Limpia Hotel in Fort Davis 
• A coupon for 1 night at the Paisano Hotel in Marfa 
• A coupon for breakfast in Fort Davis 
• A coupon for lunch in Lajitas 
• A coupon for dinner at the Limpia restaurant 
• A one-year Texas Parks pass 

 
Sponsored by Texas District Rider Education   Tickets are $10.  If you are interested in a ticket - please 
see Michael Elrod. 
           
        

    

 
 
  
 
 

Can you here me now?????????????????? 
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• August  Jim & Beth Hartley 
• September Don & Eileen Hess 
• October Gary Sandborn 
• November Jim & Lynn Flournoy 
• December Randy & Anna Carroll 

 

 
 
 
The hosts for the monthly chapter dinners in 2008: 
 

• March  Brad & Shirley Rodger 
• April  Randy Sharon Rainwater 
• May  Larry & Debbie Turnbull 
• June  George & Linds Stiech 
• July  Steve & Billie Fleming 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Upcoming Region/District events: 
 
 

 
March 8, 2008  Chapter C Rally, Eastside Honda, Baytown 
March 27 – 29, 2008  Louisiana District 2008 Rally, Lafayette, LA 
April 5, 2008  Chapter J Rally, Cowboy Honda, Beaumont 
April 12, 2008  Chapter O Rally, Lady Byrd Johnson Park, Fredericksburg 
March 22, 2008  Chapter X2 9th Annual Birthday Party, Bear Creek Park  (9am-2pm)  
April 17 – 19, 2008  Region H Rally, Marshall, TX 
May 8 – 10, 2008  Texas District Rally 
  Corpus Christi, TX 
May 23 –25, 2008  Arkansas 2008 District Rally, Harrison, AR 
July 3 –6,  2008  Wing Ding, Greenville, SC 
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Texas District Staff 

 
 
 Ken & Barbie Peterson  Pamela Meyer 
 District Directors   District Treasuer/Newsletter Editor 
            
John & Lydia Bourg   Collen Campbell   Ron & Magaly Griffis 
District Educator   Assistant District Educator  District Trainer 
 
Dieter Meyer    Jim & Ruby Seale   John & Lena Bryant 
Chief Advisor    Vendor Coordinators   Assistant Membership   
           Enhancement Coordinators 
 
Carolyn Barton    Fred & Mandy Mew    
Assistant Membership   2008 Couple of the Year  
Enhancement Coordinator        
 
 
Website:  http://www.gwrra-tx.org/ 
 
 

 
 
      Region H Staff 

  
 

 
Gliff & Donna Miller   Harry & Joan Dollarhide  Ed Nahl 
Region H Director   Region H Assistant Director  Region H Treasurer 
 
Dale & Susan Wingrove  Walt Smith    John & Lydia Bourg 
Region H Trainers  Region H Educator   Region H Webmaster  
       & Newsletter 
 

Ken & Rhonda Holmes 
Region H Couple of the Year 

                   2007-2008 
 
 
website: http://region-h.org/ 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1   2 

  
 3 

 
 
Don Hess birthday 

 4 
Wii party & 
ice cream 
social 7 PM 
Donna & 
Marty 
Uphoff’s 
112 Spring 
Lake Dr 

5 
 Humble Oil Days 
8am – 5pm 

 
meet at Little 
Mexico at 6 am 
for set up 

6 
 

7 
 

8 9 
 

10 
 

11 
Bay Area 
Rally 

12 
 Bay Area Rally 
8 am Flying J 
Mike Thacker 

13 
 
Bay Area 
Rally 

14 15 16 
 7:00 pm 
Chapter 
Dinner 
  

17 
Region H Rally 
Marshall, TX 
8 am Flying J  
Mike Thacker 

  
Leo Hannon birthday

18 
Region H 
Rally 
Marshall, 
TX 

19 
Region H Rally 
Marshall, TX 

20 

 
Steve Seligman 
birthday 

21 
 

22 
Ride for Kids 
Registration 
training   
 7 PM 

23 
 

24 
Ride for Kids 
Premium 
training  7 PM 
LaQuinta Hotel 

 
Jim Flournoy 
birthday 

25 
 

26 
6:00 PM Chapter 
Meeting – 
American Legion 
Hall 
 
Ride for Kids set 
up at Pasadena 
Fairgrounds.  
8am Little 
Mexico, Thacker 

27 
Ride for Kids 
Group 1- 5am 
Little Mexico, 
Thacker 
Group 2 6:30 
Little Mexico, 
Rainwater 

28 29 

 
 
Michael Thacker, Jr 
birthday 

30 
 

                             

       

April 2008 
GWRRA CHAPTER N2 

HUMBLE, TEXAS
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Sun 

 

 

Mon 

 

 

Tue 

 

 

Wed 

 

 

Thu 

 

 

Fri 

 

 

Sat 
     1 

 
 2 
 

3 
 Blessing of the 
Bikes Rudy’s 
Bar-B-Que 
Flying J 8:00 
Mark Smith 
 
First Aid/CPR , 
American Legion 
Hall 

 
 

4 
Scenic ride 
with M2,  
5 PM Krogers 
at FM 2920 
and 
Kuykendal 

5 
 

6 7 
 

8 
Texas District 
Rally in Corpus 
Christi 

9 
Texas 
District 
Rally in 
Corpus 
Christi 

10 
 Texas District 
Rally in Corpus 
Christi 

11 
 
 

12 13 14 
  
  

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
7:00 pm 
Chapter 
Dinner 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
6:00 PM Chapter 
Meeting – 
American Legion 
Hall 
 
 

25 
 
 

26 27 
 

28 
 

29 30 31 

 
     
 

May 2008 
GWRRA CHAPTER N2 

HUMBLE, TEXAS 
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Trike for Sale  
 
Yamaha 1100 V-Star classic with 18,850 miles.  
It also has mustang seats. The pipes are an upgrade they are not the factory ones that came with the bike. 
It has a voyager conversion kit  
with some custom add ons.   
  
Contact Joe Zuniga at Jozuniga@earthlink.net 
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CREATIVE 
MEMORIES 

Karen Frazier, Consultant 
24273 E. Terrace, Porter, Tx  77365 

281/354-8563 or 281/615-1365 
Email: karenf@nctv.com 

Home classes & Workshops  
  Photo-safe Albums & Supplies  

Group Presentations 
Business Opportunities 
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